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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1972 
To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of; 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 
AND  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and  social 
circumstances  of  your  districts  for  the  year  1972.  The  sections  on  environmental 
health  and  the  health  aspects  of  housing  were  written  by  the  public  health 
inspectors,  to  whom  I am  indebted,  and  the  report,  as  in  previous  years,  includes  a 
brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services . 

The  vital  statistics  are  generally  favourable  and  need  little  comment.  Measles 
and  food  poisioning  were  the  only  notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  any 
appreciable  numbers  and  all  the  food  poisoning  notifications  stemmed  from  a single 
incident.  Measles  was  less  prevalent  than  in  1971  but  the  resistance  to  measles 
vaccination  remains.  The  number  of  notifications  of  tuberculosis  showed  a slight 
increase  due  almost  entirely  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  imported  infections 
from  overseas  . 

Last  year  was  one  of  preparation  for  the  re-organisation  of  local  government 
and  the  national  health  service.  This  was  in  the  fore-front  of  everyone's  mind. 
Immediate  cares  were  forgotten  in  the  face  of  the  future’s  challenge.  Regulations 
and  circulars  poured  in,  and  continue  to  pour  in,  from  all  quarters,  and  the 
future  re-organisation  plans  are  slowly  but  surely  taking  shape.  The  brave  new 
dawn  promised  for  1st  April,  1974  will  certainly  not  arrive  unheralded  nor  unsung. 

The  creation  of  the  new  health  authorities  offers  a challenge  to  every 
participant  for  the  prize  of  a unified  and  integrated  medical  and  para-medical 
service  will  not  be  gained  easily  nor,  indeed,  without  unremitting  effort.  Rules 
and  regulations  can  only  lay  down  the  guide-lines  for  the  service,  its  strength 
and  its  viability  comes  from  personal  effort  and  willingness  to  work  for  a common 
aim . 


From  among  the  wide  variety  of  disciplines  which  will  constitute  the  new 
health  service  there  will  arise  inevitably  an  equally  wide  variety  of  opinions. 

But  in  terms  of  advancement  of  the  service  disparate  views  can  only  be  acceptable 
when  there  lies  behind  them  a common  sense  of  purpose  and  an  urge  to  achieve  a 
common  goal.  Individual  viewpoints  without  unity  of  purpose  can  achieve  little  and, 
indeed,  if  pursued  unyieldingly  may  destroy  the  very  service  they  are  trying  to 
create.  Tolerance,  as  well  as  imagination,  will  be  needed  in  the  building  of  the 
new  health  service . 
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There  will  remain  with  the  local  authority  many  roles  which  have  a health 
aspect;  environmental  health;  housing;  social  work  and  education  where  it  is 
related  to  handicapped  children.  The  common  link  which  binds  officers  in  these 
disciplines  now,  must  be  preserved  and,  indeed,  strengthened  in  the  future  when 
the  medical  officer  of  health's  department  is  hived  off  from  the  parent  body. 

The  relevance  and  importance  of  good  public  relations  to  public  health  will 
apply  just  as  much  in  the  future  as  it  does  now. 

This  is  the  last  occasion  on  which  I will  have  the  privilege  of  addressing 
you  in  an  annual  report.  May  I thank  members,  both  past  and  present,  for  not 
only  the  interest  you  have  shown  over  the  years  in  the  work  of  my  department  but 
equally  for  the  kindness  and  consideration  you  have  always  given  me.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  to  my  colleagues  in  the  health  department  for  their  unfailing  help 
and  loyalty . 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


R.S.  HYND 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Town  Hall 
Hemel  Hempstead 
Herts . 

July,  1973. 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  mid-1972 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  at 
31st  December,  1972  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1972  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  1972/73  ...  ... 


7,193  acres 
70,640 

22,333 

£5,098,866 

£49,800 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

483 

465 

948 

Illegitimate...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

37 

32 

69 

Total ... 

520 

497 

1,017 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population; 

14.4 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population; 

14.0 

Still  Births; 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

5 

14 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

9 

6 

15 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births: 

15.0 

Deaths ; 

Males  291,  Females  325  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 



616 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ... 

• • . . . 

8 .7 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 

. . . . * 

. 11.8 

Death  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 



Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age; 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

4 

2 

6 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (Cont'd) 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age; 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ... 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ... 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cancer  ...  . ...  

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 
but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  


5.9 
6.3 
Nil 

4.9 

3.9 
18.4 


3.06 
2 .07 

1.49 
0 .89 
Nil 

0 .01 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  in  mid-1972  was  70,640 
as  compared  with  69,720  at  mid-1971.  The  natural  increase  of  population  or  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  401. 

Comparability  Factors 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  0.97  and  1.35  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make 
allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differ  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local 
crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area 
comparability  factor  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total 
of  1,017  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  4 on  the 
previous  year . 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  14.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  12.4  for  the  previous  year  and  14.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  15  still  births  were  registered  during  the 
year,  an  increase  of  four  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth 
rate  was  15.0  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  10.7  for  1971 
and  with  12 .0  for  England  and  Wales . 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (Cont'd) 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  616,  (291  males, 
325  females)  an  increase  of  seventy  four  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.8  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  11.8  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
12.1. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were ; - 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases 
and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Of  the  146  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth  in 
42  instances  was  situated  in  the  lung  or  bronchus . 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  5.9  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared; 
with  14.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

in  Age 

Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • • 

• 0 • • • • 

4 

2 

6 

1-4  years 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• • • • 

• • • • • • 

1 

1 

2 

5-14  years 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• • • • 

0 • • • • • 

3 

- 

3 

15  - 24  years  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• • • • 

• • • It* 

5 

2 

7 

25  - 34  years 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• • • • • • 

3 

3 

6 

35  - 44  years 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• • • • 

• • • • • • 

7 

7 

14 

45  - 54  years 

• • • 

• • • 

O • 

• • • • 

• • • • • • 

34 

25 

59 

55  - 64  years 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• O • • 

• • • • • • 

59 

32 

91 

65  - 74  years 

• • 0 

• • • 

• • 

• • • • • • 

85 

65 

150 

75  years  and  over  . . . 

• • • 

• • • • 

• • • • • • 

90 

188 

278 

All  Causes; 

291 

325 

616 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1972 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

5 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

9 

14 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

13 

19 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

• • • 

• • • 

32 

10 

42 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

14 

14 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

- 

4 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

2 

6 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

13 

22 

35 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

• • • 

• • • 

2 

6 

8 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Mental  Disorders ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

, - 

1 

1 

Multiple  Sclerosis  

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

5 

7 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

3 

5 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

7 

9 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

81 

58 

139 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

23 

31 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

15 

48 

63 

Other  Disease  of  Circulatory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

11 

21 

32 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

37 

30 

67 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

22 

11 

33 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

3 

5 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  

• • • 

• • • 

4 

1 

5 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

5 

7 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

• • • 

• • • 

3 

1 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

4 

5 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Congential  Anomalies  

• • • 

• • • 

5 

1 

6 

Birth  „ Injury , Difficult  Labour,  etc . 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

Symptoms  and  111  defined  Conditions 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

• • • 

• • • 

8 

2 

10 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

3 

6 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

2 

5 

All  Other  External  Causes  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

ALL  CAUSES: 

• • • 

• • • 

291 

325 

616 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1972 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water 

The  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  supply  all  but  a few 
houses  in  the  Borough:  these  few  are  served  by  private  wells  or  bores.  Samples 
of  main  and  private  water  supplies  taken  from  house  taps  were  satisfactory. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has 
no  more  than  0.05  parts  per  million  of  fluoride  present. 

Five  private  wells  or  bores  supply  twenty-one  dwellings  with  fifty  occupants 
in  outlying  parts  of  the  Borough.  Four  samples  of  these  waters  were  reported  as 
bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains  and 
from  wells : 


Total  number  in  Borough 

Dwellings 
22,497  * 

Persons 

70,640  + 

Number  supplied  from  main  

22,476 

70,590 

Number  supplied  by  wells  

21 

50 

* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer 
+ Registrar-General's  estimate 
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Water  Samples  taken  during  1972 


Description  of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

Taken 

Satisfactory 

Main  Supply  - chlorinated 

4 

4 

Private  supplies 

4 

4 

Swimming  Pool 

9 

8 

Paddling  Pool 

6 

6 

Swimming  and  Paddling  Pools 

The  Council's  open-air  swimming  and  paddling  pool  at  Churchill  and  paddling  pool 
at  Gadebridge  Park  were  sampled  at  various  times  during  the  season.  The  results  proved 
that  the  treatment  plants  were  functioning  satisfactorily. 

Drainage  and  Sanitation 


One  area  of  the  Borough,  the  high  part  of  Felden,  remains  unsewered.  A survey 
has  been  undertaken,  but  the  work  has  not  been  included  in  the  current  year's  estimates. 

Some  ninety  cesspools  are  emptied,  on  contract,  at  intervals  varying  from  once  a 
fortnight  to  once  a year.  The  emptying  vehicle  is  also  used  for  street  gully  cleansing, 
and  it  takes  time  to  change  from  one  use  to  the  other.  To  provide  planned  use  of  the 
vehicle,  a yearly  timetable  for  cesspools  was  prepared.  Based  on  emptying  requirements 
over  recent  years,  each  householder  was  notified  of  the  proposed  weeks  when  his  premises 
would  be  visited  and  asked  to  sign  a new  contract.  The  system  is  working  well. 

Poisonous  Wastes 

Following  discoveries  of  dangerous  chemicals  on  tips  and  waste  land  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  the  government  acted  quickly  and  the  Deposit  of  Poisonous 
Wastes  Act  was  added  to  the  statute  book.  It  requires  that  local  authorities  are 
notified  of  collection  of  poisonous  wastes  from  premises  within  their  areas  and  of 
the  proposed  disposal  point.  It  was  realised  that  in  some  cases  the  collections 
would  be  at  frequent  intervals,  and  a "season  ticket"  arrangement  was  introduced, 
with  periods  varying  from  three  months  to  one  year.  This  saves  a great  deal  of 
unnecessary  paper  work. 

Noise 

Noise  pollutes  the  environment  and  the  public  are  becoming  less  prepared  to 
accept  it.  Complaints  investigated  included  • 
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Noise  Cont 'd 


a.  Noise  and  vibration  following  conversion  of  factory 
boilers  from  solid  fuel  to  gas  firing. 

b.  Noise  from  an  extractor  fan  at  a nearby  factory. 

c . Pneumatic  drills  used  without  mufflers . 

d.  Building  operations. 

e . Lorries  at  a transport  depot  revving  up  in 
the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 

f.  Steam  escaping  from  a boiler  plant. 

g.  A staff  loud-speaker  calling  system. 

Following  purchase  of  a sound  level  meter,  a survey  of  ambient  noise 
levels  throughout  the  borough  has  commenced  . The  first  efforts  are  being 
directed  to  situations  where  future  developments  may  well  introduce  increased 
noise,  such  as  the  heliport  site,  one-way  traffic  systems  or  large  scale  building 
operations . 

When  power  cuts  were  threatened  in  the  autumn,  a large  generator  was 
installed  outside  an  office  block  which  housed  a computer,  so  that  work  could 
be  continued  in  the  event  of  failure  in  the  main  supply.  An  insulated  hut 
was  constructed  around  the  generator,  and  sound  level  readings  were  taken. 

During  the  day  no  additional  noise  was  recorded,  and  even  at  midnight  the 
noise  from  passing  cars  was  much  in  excess  of  that  produced  by  the  generator. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1,  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

5 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

• 

(i)  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  

244 

97 

10 

_ 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  

31 

59 

3 

- 

Totals  

280 

157 

13 

- 

2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found; 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 

were  in- 

stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

Inadequate  ventilation  

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences; 

(a)  Insufficient  

- (1) 

- (1) 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective.. 

9 (3) 

8 

- 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

| 

- 

3 1 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Totals  

9 (4) 

8 (1) 

1 

i 

- 

Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  building  sites. 


3 . OUTWORKERS ; 


Making  wearing  apparel . . . 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

27 

Making  brushes  

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

19 

Miscellaneous  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • . 

• • • 

2 

Total 

• • • 

• • • 

48 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

General  ; 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  . 108 

Housing  Acts  78 

Improvement  grants,  Purchases,  Land  charge  enquiries  340 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  144 

Overcrowding  and  multiple  occupation  20 

Moveable  dwellings  154 

Water  supplies  . . . . . 45 

Drainage  355 

Refuse  disposal  130 

Factories  and  workplaces  98 

Building  sites  59 

Demolition  sites  . 15 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  - general  inspections....,, 265 

- other  visits  208 

Schools  25 

Swimming  pool  20 

Shops  Act  14 

Petroleum  Acts  361 

Pests  Act  - rats  and  mice  1473 

Noise  Abatement  232 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  30 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  212 

Clean  Air  Act  - visits  to  houses  103 

- visits  to  measuring  apparatus  147 

Smoke  observations  and  visits  152 

Fairgrounds  2 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice  250 

Interviews  2360 

Food  hygiene  lectures  59 

Talks  to  organisations  28 

Attendances  at  court  7 

Other  visits  598 

Complaints  investigated  817 

Food  premises  : 

Butchers  shops  99 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  29 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  58 

Bakehouses  1 

Licensed  premises  71 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  155 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  227 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  114 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  19 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  403 

Food  vending  machines  21 

Food  inspection  visits  257 

Food  and  drugs  sampling  69 

Other  samples  11 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12  .71 

1972 

1972 

31.12.72 

Formal  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

— 

2 

Informal 

• • • 

• • • 

157 

392 

371 

178 

Totals : 

• • • 

• • • 

157 

394 

371 

180 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


Clean  Air 


Atmospheric  Pollution  Measurement 


The  pattern  of  the  preceding  year  was  continued  with  only  the  No.  3 site 
at  Adeyfield  School,  Longlands  operating  for  the  complete  twelve  months.  No 
measurements  were  possible  during  February  because  of  the  national  power  crisis. 
The  frequent  electricity  cuts  stopped  the  air  pumps.  The  other  three  sites  were 
closed  down  in  the  six  month  summer  period  from  April  to  September  inclusive. 

Details  of  the  levels  of  pollution  recorded  are  given  overleaf.  The 
measurements  throughout  the  year  at  No . 3 site  allowed  a continued  comparison  of 
the  "before"  and  "after"  effects  of  the  smoke  control  order  which  came  into 
operation  on  1st  June  1970.  I reported  last  year  that  the  average  yearly 
figures  for  smoke  in  1971  showed  a 20%  improvement  over  the  last  year  (1969) 
prior  to  operation  of  the  smoke  control  order  and  a 26%  improvement  when  the 
winter  periods  were  compared.  It  is  not  very  accurate  to  rely  upon  one  year’s 
figures  as  climatic  conditions  influence  recorded  levels  a great  deal.  However, 
the  1972  results  show  practically  identical  improvements  over  the  1969  figures 
and  so  demonstrate  the  immediate  benefit  to  a neighbourhood  of  the  operation  of 
a smoke  control  order. 

In  September,  the  Warren  Springs  Laboratory  issued  the  first  volume  of  a 
comprehensive  report  on  the  National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution  during  the  ten 
years  1961-1971.  This  volume  deals  in  detail  with  the  South-East  and  London 
Regions.  The  Borough  is  covered  in  a section  headed  "St.  Albans,  Hemel  Hempstead 
and  District" . With  the  consent  of  the  Director  I reproduce  overleaf  two  figures 
from  the  report  showing  trends  in  pollution  as  measured  at  a city  centre  site  in 
St.  Albans  and  at  the  Odean  Cinema  site  in  our  town.  The  following  comment  about 
pollution  in  Hemel  Hempstead  is  made. 

"The  very  low  smoke  concentrations  at  all  the  sites  in  Hemel  Hempstead  are 
also  worthy  of  special  note.  The  town  is  very  fairly  sampled,  one  site  behind 
the  Old  High  Street,  one  at  the  new  town  centre  on  the  valley  floor,  one  in  typical 
new-town  housing  on  the  high  plateau  and* one  in  the  new  industrial  area.  All  show 
consistently  low  smoke  - undoubtedly  a result  of  the  vigorous  smoke  control  policy 
of  the  town" . * 
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Atmospheric  Pollution  Measurement  (Cont’d) 


Smoke  Control  Areas 


The  Hemel  Hempstead  (Adeyfield  2/Town  Centre)  Smoke  Control  Order  was 
submitted  to  the  Department  for  confirmation,  but  this  had  not  been  received 
by  the  end  of  the  year.  When  criticism  is  being  made  of  local  authorities 
who  are  not  showing  interest  in  the  problem  of  reducing  atmospheric  pollution, 
it  is  less  than  encouraging  to  be  kept  waiting  months  for  a simple  "Go  ahead"  . 
Between  the  dates  of  confirmation  and  operation,  there  is  work  of  adaptation 
to  be  completed  in  many  premises,  which  will  engage  the  attention  of  my  staff. 
The  delay  means  that  this  must  now  be  carried  on  into  the  summer  months  holiday 
periods,  and  completion  will  be  made  more  difficult.  It  can  also  mean  increased 
costs  to  both  occupiers  and  the  Council. 

* (The  text  quoted  overleaf  and  the  figures  reproduced  below  from  the  National 
Survey  Volume  1 is  Crown  Copyright  and  are  reproduced  by  permission  of  the 
Controller  of  Her  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office.) 

ST.  ALBANS  & HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD  - TRENDS  IN  POLLUTION 


N.R.  - NO  READINGS  (STATIONS  OUT  OF  ACTION  DUE  TO  ELECTRICITY  POWER  CUTS) 
WHERE  NO  READINGS  ARE  SHOWN  THE  SITE  WAS  CLOSED  FOR  THE  SUMMER 


w 


H 

CO 
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SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 


The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  makes  provision  for  the  health, 
comfort  and  safety  of  workers  in  these  premises,  which  include  offices,  wholesale 
and  retail  shops,  catering  establishments,  canteens  and  fuel  depots.  It  is 
necessary  to  register  all  premises  in  these  categories  where  persons  are  employed 
for  more  than  twenty-one  hours  in  a week,  but  exemption  is  given  where  only 
members  of  the  family  are  concerned. 

There  were  fifty  new  registrations,  a number  of  them  following  changes 
in  occupiers.  The  register  now  shows  a total  of  605  premises,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  any  building  employing  civil  servants,  local  government  officers 
or  offices  forming  parts  of  factories  are  registered  with  the  Factory  Inspector. 
Thus,  the  figure  quoted  is  only  a part  of  the  real  total;  so  too  are  the  4134 
males  and  3910  females  recorded. 

Reported  accidents  increased  to  50,  exactly  half  of  which  were  from  one 
very  large  office  and  wholesale  warehousing  concern.  It  is  noticeable  that 
accident  reports  are  in  the  main  limited  to  the  larger  organisations  who  have 
staff  responsible  for  this  duty.  Many  accidents  must  occur  elsewhere  but  are 
not  reported.  None  was  fatal,  and  the  majority  involved  minor  injuries  only. 

Inspections  of  lifts  amd  hoists  revealed  some  defects  which  might  have 
led  to  injury . 


- 21 


HOUSING 


The  emphasis  has  in  the  past  few  years,  shifted  from  closing  or  demolishing 
unfit  premises  to  improving  old  houses  to  modern  standards.  Dwellings  that  not 
long  ago  would  have  been  pulled  down  or  stood  empty  and  decaying  because  no  one 
was  interested,  are  now  eagerly  sought,  purchased  at  prices  that  appear  absurd, 
renovated,  modernised  and  given  a new  lease  of  life.  Substantial  improvement 
grants  are  available  at  the  discretion  of  the  council,  together  with  payment 
towards  essential  accompanying  repairs . 

Improvement  grant  work  is  shared  by  three  departments  so,  to  make  life 
easier  for  the  house  owner  and  to  reduce  delay,  a public  health  inspector  was 
made  responsible  for  dealing  with  initial  enquiries,  tendering  advice,  inspection 
of  the  property  and  preparing  a full  report.  He  held  200  interviews,  visited  162 
properties  and  made  95  full  inspections. 

For  years  past  the  Council  has  been  concerned  about  improving  the  High  Street 
and  Apsley  areas.  An  area  contained  by  the  High  Street,  Queensway,  Allandale  and 
Cherry  Bounce  has  been  declared  a general  improvement  area,  whilst  preliminary  plans 
for  Apsley  have  been  prepared  and  are  to  be  exhibited  in  the  New  Year.  It  is 
hoped  a second  general  improvement  area  will  then  be  made,  and  work  will  start  on 
improving  both  the  individual  properties  and  the  areas  themselves.  The  same 
inspector  is  recognised  as  Improvements  Officer,  who  will  deal  with  enquiries  and 
liaise  with  owners,  tenants  and  other  departments. 


The  Housing  Manager  remarks  : - 

"The  downward  trend  in  the  number  of  persons  registering  an  application 
for  housing  reported  last  year  was  not  continued  in  1972,  when  there  were 
1226  new  applications,  an  increase  of  230  over  1971.  The  number  of  2487 
applicants  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  also  showed  an 
increase  of  123  on  the  previous  year.  Of  this  number  1716  were  living  in 
rooms,  and  771  in  self-contained,  but  unsuitable,  accommodation.  There 
was  a further  number  of  98  applicants  already  selected  and  awaiting  re- 
housing, and  also  two  families  living  in  unfit  properties  and  due  to  be 
rehoused . 

During  the  year  252  new  properties  were  completed  by  the  Borough  Council, 
which,  together  with  chance  vacancies,  made  it  possible  for  the  Council 
to  house  260  applicants  from  the  waiting  list  and  one  family  from  unfit 
accommodation,  as  well  as  effecting  205  transfers  of  existing  tenants  to 
accommodation  more  suited  to  their  needs . A further  197  applicants  from 
the  waiting  list  and  2 families  in  unfit  property  were  rehoused  by  the 
Commission  for  the  New  Towns.” 
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During  the  Year  the  following  houses  were  ;- 

(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Numbe  r 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent -Brick  or  prefabricated  ... 

486 

Various 

140 

( b)  Completed ; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  or  prefabricated  . . . 

252 

Various 

213 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.72  was  as  follows 


( a ) Particulars  of  Schemes  (Or  Contracts)  completed  at  31.12.72  ; - 


Number 

Site 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Grove  Hill  B.I.,  Phase  1 

193 

2 , 3 & 4 bedroom  houses  and 

2-bedroom  flats. 

Elephant  Farm  

60 

3-bedroom  houses. 

( b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  completed  at 
the  end  of  the  year; 


Site 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Number 

Com- 

menced 

Number 

Com- 

pleted 

Grove  Hill  C .4 

167 

Houses  and  Flats 

167 

Grove  Hill  B.I.,  Phase  3 

183 

Flats 

183 

- 

Grove  Hill  B.I.,  Phase  2 

277 

Various 

- 

174 

Grove  Hill  - Two  Beeches  

63 

Old  Persons  Flats 

63 

- 

Anchor  Lane  

12 

Flats 

12 

■- 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i ,e . Schemes  about 

which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made 

at  31.12.72  : - 


Site 

Proposed 

Number 

Type 

of  houses 

St.  Paul's  Road  ....  t 

73 

Houses  and 

Flats 

Northend  Farm 

375 

Various 
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I am  indebted  to  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  (Hemel  Hempstead  Executive) 
for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the  New  Town  ;- 


1 . Housing; 

(a)  Dwellings  constructed  in  1972  Nil 

(b)  Total  dwellings  constructed  up  to  31st  December,  1972 

(including  houses  built  for  sale)  12,178 

(c)  Dwellings  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1972;  58 

2 . Industry: 


(a)  Total  number  of  factories  completed  to  31st  December,  1972  ....  72 


(b)  Factories  completed  during  1972  

(c)  Extensions  completed  during  1972  4 

(d)  New  factories  under  construction  at  31.12.72  2 

(e)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31.12.72  1 


(f)  Estimated  employment  in  main  industrial  area  at  31.12.72  13,372 


3 . Service  Industry: 

(a)  Number  of  firms  in  operation  at  31.12.72  75 

(b)  New  premises  completed  during  1972  Nil 


(c)  New  premises  under  construction  at  31.12.72  Nil 

(d)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31.12.72  Nil 

4 . Offices : 

(a)  Total  floor  space  completed  to  31.12.72  615,420  sq.ft,  (gross) 

(b)  Under  construction  at  31.12.72  98,000  sq.ft,  (gross) 

5 . Shops 

(a)  Completed  at  31,12.72; 

(i)  Town  Centre  174 

(ii)  Elsewhere  134 


(b)  Completed  during  1972; 

Town  Centre  3 

(c)  Under  construction  at  31.12,72; 

Town  Centre  6 


6 .  Schools ; 

(a)  Total  number  of  schools  provided  since  designation; 


Primary  31 

Secondary  9 

Total  40 

( b)  Total  number  of  places; 

Primary  9, 680 

Secondary  8,015 


Total 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Retail  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1972  was ; - 


Butchers  . . . . « . • • • . . » • • • 

Fishmongers  - wet  and  dried  fish  only 
- wet  dried  and  fried  fish 
Orocers  •••  • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Greengrocers  . . ... 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade  - not  included  above) 
Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes) 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences) 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  (including  above) 

Cafes  ...  .»«'  .«•  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservations  etc 
Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  .. 


No.  of  premises  concerned  above;  251 


33 

1 

12 

33 

19 

26 

43 

66 

45 

19 

27 

48 

143 


Complaints 


A total  of 
56  alleging  the 


156  complaints  about  food  was  made  by  members  of  the  public,  including 
presence  of  foreign  matter,  37  to  be  unfit  and  32  to  contain  moulds. 


Prosecutions 

Five  cases  were  heard  in  the  Magistrates  Court  ; - 

Section  2,  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  Penalty  Cost 

Mouse  in  a bread  roll  £30  £5 

Metal  filings  in  hot  drink  powder  . . . £50  £15 

Metal  washer  in  a loaf  £20  £5 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1970 

Fish  exposed  to  risk  of 
contamination  in  damaged 
cartons  on  doorstep  of  a 

restaurant  £50  £15 

Twenty  offences  in  a 
Chinese  take-away  food 

shop  £100 


Foodstuffs  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

The  main  items  of  unfit  food  dealt  with  were  ; - 

Carcase  meat  and  offal  

Fish  

Other  foods  

Frozen  food  packets  due  to 

cabinet  breakdown  

Packets,  jars,  tins  


cwts  lbs 
3 57 

2 102 

2 12 

16,508  pkts . 
3,567  articles 
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Food  Hygiene  Education 


The  constant  'turn-over'  of  food  trades  employees  ensures  that  there  is  a 
continuing  need  for  hygiene  training.  Afternoon  and  evening  classes  were  held 
at  the  Dacorum  College  of  Further  Education  in  the  Spring  and  Autumn  Terms,  when 
the  Certificate  course  syllabus  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and 
Hygiene  was  followed.  For  the  first  time  a course  for  the  Diploma  was  arranged, 
lasting  over  two  full  terms. 

In  addition  to  these  courses,  talks  were  given  to  employees  of  individual 
food  retailers,  and  the  inspectors  continued  their  on-the-spot  education  during 
visits  to  premises. 


Slaughterhouse 

There  was  no  slaughtering  at  the  one  private  slaughterhouse  attached  to 
a butcher's  shop. 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  Borough. 

Food  and  Drug  Sampling 


A constant  check  is  kept  on  foodstuffs  by  way  of  sampling  and  analysis; 
the  samples  are  examined  by  the  Council's  Public  Analyst.  In  addition  foods 
complained  about  by  customers  sometimes  require  analysis  before  a decision  can 
be  made  as  to  their  condition.  The  106  samples  submitted  for  examination 
included  the  following  ;- 


Article 

No . of 

Samples 

Remarks 

V odka  • • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

4%  water 

(1) 

Sausage 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

No  declaration  of  preservative 

(2) 

Bread  Roll 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Complaint  - contained  mouse 

(3) 

Granulated  Sugar 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Complaint  - contained  pink  spots(4) 

Cornish  Pasty 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Complaint  - contained  part  fly 

(5) 

Blackcurrent  and 

Apple 

Pie 

1 

Complaint  - discolouration 

(6) 

Butter  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Complaint  - taste 

(7) 

Baked  Beans  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Complaint  - foreign  matter 

(8) 

Cream  Cheese 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Deficient  in  milk  fat 

(9) 

Date  and  Apricot 

Wine 

• • • 

1 

No  declaration  of  preservative 

(10) 

Dairy  Cream  . . , 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Not  labelled  correctly 

(ID 
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Food  and  Drug  Sampling  cont'd 


1.  Warning  letter  sent. 

2.  Made  by  local  butcher.  Warned. 

3.  Prosecution. 

4.  Minute  traces  of  a dessert  powder  were  found. 

5.  Warning  given  to  manufacturers. 

6.  Artificial  colouring  constituents  had  separated 
slightly,  discolouring  the  pastry. 

7.  Complaint  not  substantiated. 

8.  Commercial  pack;  matter  consisted  of  soil  and 
siliceous  matter.  Manufacturer  warned. 

9 . The  packets  were  labelled  "Creamery  Cheese"  and 
it  is  apparently  accepted  that  this  need  not 
conform  to  cream  cheese  standards . 


10 .  8c  11.  Manufacturers  agreed  to  reword  labels. 


Items  reported  to  be  satisfactory  were 
Formal  Samples 

Milk 12  included  milk  drinks  from  cafes 


Spirits  ...  6 

Sausages  ...  4 

Informal  Samples 

Butter,  margarine 
Cheese  ...  ...  ... 

Chocolate  liqueurs  ... 

Dried  fruit  

Ground  almonds 

Ice-cream  

Mixed  candied  peel  . . . 

Soft  drinks  and  powders 

Textural  Soya  Protein 
food  (Beef)  ... 


2 Cake  decorations  ...  6 

2 Chocolates  1 

2 Cream  6 

3 Dried  mash  potatoes  1 

1 Home-brew  drink  kits  5 

2 Marzipan  ...  ...  3 

2 Sauces,  ketchups,  pastes  9 

18  S ue  t ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  5 

1 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever , , _ , 

5 

Measles  

19 

Acute  Meningitis  

2 

2 

- 

Food  Poisoning  

80 

- 

- 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

6 

2 

- 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Group 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Acute 

Meningitis 

Food 

Poisoning 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year 

1-2  years 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2-3  years 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3-4  years 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

4 t 5 years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years 

2 

9 

1 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years f 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

15  - 25  years 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

25  - 45  years  .TffItTTttTTT 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

- 

- 

- 

79 

” 

Total  cases  notified  : 

5 

19 

2 

80 

6 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1 . General  Statistics 

Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • » • •••  ••• 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid  1972 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 
31st  December,  1972  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1972  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1972-73  •••  •••  ••• 


1,982  acres 
15,920 

5,227 

£896,474 

8,582 


2 . Extracts  from  Vital 


Live  Births; 

Legitimate  • . • 
Illegitimate . . • 


Total 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population; 

Still  Births; 


Deaths ; 

Males  77,  Females  81  ...  ...  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age; 


Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
Illegitimate ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Total 


Statistics 


Male 

Female 

Total 

104 

7 

87 

4 

191 

11 

111 

91 

202 

12  .7 
13.5 

Nil 

158 

9 .9 

. 10  .9 

. Nil 

Male 

Female 

2 

1 

Total 

2 

1 

- 

3 

3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age : 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 14.9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  10.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  90.9 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  14.9 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  •••  14.9 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  14.9 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (cont'd) 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from: 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  

Cancer  . . . « . « . . . . . . • • • « . . . « » . . . . . . 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ... 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  but 
including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  


. • . 3 .45 

. . . 1 .88 

. . . 1 .95 

. . . 1 .00 
. . . 0 .06 

...  0.13 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1972  was  15,920 
as  compared  with  15,820  at  mid-1971.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population 
i.e.  excess  births  over  deaths,  was  44. 


Comparability  Factors 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  1.06  and  1.10  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make 
allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local 
crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability 
factor,  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the 
corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 


Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net  total  of 
202  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year  a decrease  of  28  on  the  previous 
year . 


The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  13.5  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  15.0  for  the  previous  year,  and  with  14.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

No  still-births  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  Nil 
per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  as  compared  with  12.9  in  the  previous  year  and 
12.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  158  (77  males,  81  females) 
an  increase  of  22  on  the  total  for  the  year  1971. 
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Deaths  (cont'd) 


The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  8.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  12.1  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were  ; - 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Respiratory  Diseases,  Cancer 
and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  14.9  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
4.3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

in  Age 

Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

3 

3 

1-4  years 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

5-14  years 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 24  years 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

25  - 34  years 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

1 

5 

35  - 44  years  . . . 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

3 

5 

45  - 54  years 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 

3 

12 

55  - 64  years  . . . 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

13 

5 

18 

65-74  years 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

15 

18 

33 

75  years  and  over 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

31 

47 

78 

All 

Causes 

: 

77 

81 

158 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1972 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc.  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

1 

4 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  

4 

- 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

- 

5 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Leukaemia  • • • •••  •••  •••  ••• 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ...  ...  ... 

7 

3 

10 

Diabetes  Mellitus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc,  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Meningitis  •••  •••  •••  •••  • # » 

- 

1 

1 

Multiple  Sclerosis  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  

- 

2 

2 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease ... 

25 

10 

35 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

4 

5 

9 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

11 

16 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ... 

2 

6 

8 

Pnoumonia  • • • • • • • • • • • • •••  ••• 

. . . 9 

8 

17 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ...  ...  ... 

6 

3 

9 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

4 

4 

Peptic  Ulcer  

2 

- 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ...  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System  ... 

2 

- 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  ...  ... 

- 

2 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

2 

2 

4 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  

77 

81 

158 

Infant  Mortality  in  1972 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

!— — 

Total  under 

1 year 

Respiratory  distress  syndrome 

(Prematurity)  ... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Maternal  Toxaemia 

(Prematurity) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 / 

TOTALS : 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 

Town  Supply 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are  the 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at  Berkhamsted 
Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before  passing  to  supply.  There 
are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing  370,000  gallons  and  the  other  300,000 
gallons.  The  average  daily  water  consumption  was  approximately  66  gallons  per  head. 

The  water  is  hard,  therefore,  no  action  has  been  necessary  for  plumbo-solvent 
contamination.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  does  not  exceed  0.05  p.p.m. 

Private  Supplies 


A laundry,  one  factory  and  the  Council's  swimming  bath  obtain  water  from 
boreholes . 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Population 

(Estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

15,920 

5,318 

15,920 

- 

- 

Water  Samples  Taken  During  1972 


Description 
of  Samples 

Number  of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Exam, 

Taken 

Satis . 

Unsatis . 

Taken 

Satis . 

Unsatis . 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■- 

- 

Private  Supplies 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Swimming  Baths 

18 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Main  Water; 

Total  Hardness 

240  p.p.m. 
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Swimming  Baths 


There  are  four  swimming  baths  within  the  district. 

The  town  bath  is  an  open-air  pool  constructed  in  1925,  enlarged  and  improved 
in  1965,  owned  and  managed  by  the  Council.  During  1972  heating  was  provided. 

6 samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

12  samples  were  also  taken  from  pools  at  Ashlyns  School,  Berkhamsted  School 
and  Berkhamsted  School  for  Girls.  All  were  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Sewage  treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  sewage  works  at  Bulbeggars 
Lane,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  the  Grant  Union  Canal.  16  samples  of 
effluent  were  taken  during  the  year.  9 complied  with  the  recommended  standards. 

Alterations  and  extensions  are  planned  to  the  works  to  cater  for  the 
increasing  population  of  the  Urban  District  and  sewer  extensions  in  the  surrounding 
Rural  District. 

Most  premises  in  the  District  are  connected  to  the  sewers  but  there  are 
approximately  110  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  are  emptied  when  necessary  by 
arrangement  with  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost  of  emptying  is  passed  on 
to  the  owners  of  the  premises.  Some  cesspools  are  emptied  by  a private  contractor. 
Loan  sanction  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment  is  still  awaited  before  work  can 
start  on  providing  sewers  in  the  two  main  areas  in  which  the  properties  with  cess- 
pools and  septic  tanks  are  situated. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1,  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspection  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors): 


Number 

on 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  , . . 

61 

9 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  ... 

12 

1 

Total  ...  ... 

74 

10 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found;  Nil 

3.  OUTWORKERS:  Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
(Including  visits  made  by  General  Assistant/Rodent  Operative) 


Visits  and  Inspections; 

General ; 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  212 

Housing  Acts  234 

Housing  Survey  151 

Improvement  Grants  345 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  27 

Overcrowding  and  multiple  occupation  . 1 

Moveable  dwellings  „ 2 

Water  supplies  2 

Drainage  56 

Refuse  disposal 15 

Factories  and  workplaces  9 

Building  sites  1 

Demolition  sites  18 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railways  Premises  - general  inspections  7 

- other  visits,,.., 20 

Schools  1 

Swimming  pool  25 

Pet  Animals  Act  2 

Keeping  Animals  18 

Pests  Act  - rats  and  mice  646 

Noise  abatement  59 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  13 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  70 

Clean  Air  Act  - visits  to  houses  4 

Smoke  observations  and  visits  26 

Fairgrounds  

Interviews  357 

Food  hygiene  lectures  5 

Attendances  at  court  1 

Other  visits  36 

Complaints  investigated  290 

Food  Premises: 

Slaughterhouses  7 

Butchers  shops  3 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  5 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  6 

Bakehouses 2 

Licensed  premises  3 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  9 

Schools,  factory  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  6 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  2 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles..... 1 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  36 

Post-mortem  meat  inspection  44 

Food  inspection  visits  21 

Sampling  3 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding 

31.12.71 

Served 

1972 

Completed 

1972 

Outstanding 

31.12.72 

Informal  ...  ... 

1 

17 

16 

2 

Formal  

24 

63 

41 

46 

Totals 

25 

80 

57 

48 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

During  the  year  55  infestations  by  rats,  30  by  mice  and  8 by  glis-glis 
were  dealt  with. 

For  the  majority  of  infestations,  Warfarin  with  an  oatmeal  base  and 
Rodine  Biotrol  was  used  for  poisoning.  Warfarin  with  a maize  base  and 
Alphakil  were  used  successfully  against  mice. 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses. 

Sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  by  a private  contractor  using  25  per  cent 
f luoracetamide  (1081). 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Four  shops  are  registered  and  statutory  conditions  are  observed. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  with  the  Council 
and  the  number  of  persons  employed  at  31st  December,  1972 


Class  of  Work  Place 

Number  of 

Registered 

Premises 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Males 

Females 

Offices  

o • • 

• • • 

79 

629 

633 

Retail  Shops  • . . ... 

• • • 

• • • 

114 

152 

354 

Wholesale  Shops 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

25 

8 

Catering  Establishments 

• • • 

• • • 

15 

30 

37 

Canteens ... 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

- 

13 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . . . 

• • • 

• • # 

1 

7 

- 

TOTALS : 

♦ • • 

• • • 

217 

843 

1,045 

This  table  does  not  include  premises  in  factories,  Crown  premises  and  those 
owned  by  Local  Authorities,  all  of  which  are  registered  by  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories;  neither  does  it  include  approximately  one  hundred  shops  and  offices 
which  are  exempt  from  registration. 

4 accidents  were  notified  and  investigated.  All  came  from  just  one  store 
indicating  that  the  majority  of  employers  are  failing  in  their  duty  to  notify 
the  Local  Authority  of  accidents  in  premises  covered  by  the  Act . 

Because  of  pressure  of  work  very  few  inspections  have  been  carried  out . 
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HOUSING 


Sub-Standard  Clearance 


During  the  year,  40  houses  ( in  5 separate  Clearance  Areas)  were 
demolished . 

Two  Clearance  Areas  in  Highfield  Road  and  one  in  Bridge  Street  were 
declared  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  The  Areas  in  Highfield  Road, 
containing  15  houses,  were  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  re- 
housing is  proceeding. 

Seven  houses  (Nos.  43-55,  George  Street)  were  removed  from  the  Council's 
clearance  programme.  Negotiations  concerning  their  improvement  are  continuing. 

Closing  Orders  were  placed  on  10  individual  houses. 

Home  Improvement  Grants; 


(a)  Standard  ;- 


11  Standard  Grants  were  paid  amounting  to  £2,484.00 
(b)  Improvement  :- 


26  Improvement  Grants  were  paid  amounting  to  £11,070.66. 

This  compares  with  24  Standard  Grants  and  6 Improvement  Grants  paid  in  1971. 
The  increase  in  the  number  of  Improvement  Grants  reflects  a policy  of  encouraging 
high  standards  of  improvement.  Throughout  the  year  the  volume  of  enquiries 
and  applications  continued  to  increase,  due  in  part  no  doubt  to  the  Government's 
publicity  campaign.  Advice  was  given  on  how  to  go  about  making  grant  applica- 
tions in  127  cases,  but  only  40  actual  applications  were  received.  There  are  a 
variety  of  reasons  for  this,  but  during  the  year  it  has  become  increasingly 
difficult  to  obtain  estimates  from  the  small  builders  who  do  this  type  of  work. 

At  the  moment  they  are  enjoying  a great  demand  for  their  services . Applicants 
are  nevertheless  still  advised  to  "shop  around"  for  estimates,  which  are  found  to 
vary  tremendously.  A really  determined  applicant  always  manages  to  produce  an 
application,  with  a number  of  estimates,  in  a reasonably  short  space  of  time. 

As  usual  the  disappointing  feature  of  grant  work  was  the  small  number  of 
applications  in  respect  of  tenanted  properties.  Unless  a more  positive  form  of 
compulsion  becomes  available  to  local  authorities  most  of  our  unimproved  tenanted 
homes  will  remain  without  amenities  until  the  demise  of  their  tenants  in  old  age. 
Whilst  it  is  always  gratifying  to  see  a dismal,  ill-equipped  house  turned  into  a 
bright  and  reasonably  modern  home,  it  is  sad  to  reflect  that  in  many  cases  the 
former  elderly  occupier  might  have  enjoyed  some  comfortable  years  in  the  same 
house  had  the  work  been  carried  out  sooner. 

Qualification  Certificates 


During  the  year  10  applications  were  granted.  1 was  refused  on  the  grounds 
that  the  house  was  not  in  good  repair. 

Three  provisional  qualification  certificates  were  issued  pending  the  completion 
of  improvements . 

General 

Surveys  in  accordance  with  Section  70  of  the  housing  Act,  1969  continued  during 
the  year  in  order  to  establish  what  action  is  required  in  connection  with  unfit 
houses,  multi-occupation  and  homes  which  lack  modern  amenities. 
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HOUSING  (Cont'd) 


The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  Council 
houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  D.E,  Jones 

"During  1972  the  Ashlyns  Estate  Phase  2 contract  proceeded, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  a further  64  dwellings  had  been 
occupied . 

The  Council  also  engaged  Architects  (Messrs  Edmond  Tory  & 

Associates)  to  prepare  a scheme  of  redevelopment  at  Waterside, 

Provident  Place,  in  the  shape  of  three-storey  flats  and  maisonettes 
and  this  scheme  is  now  at  design  stage,  having  received  planning 
approval  for  15  flats  and  one  maisonette  with  garage  facilities. 

Modernisation  programme  continued  by  the  up-dating  of  9 houses 
on  the  Swing  Gate  Lane  estate  giving  improved  kitchen,  toilet  and 
part -central  heating  amenities." 


During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were  ;- 
(a)  Commenced  Only ; - 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

- 

75 

(b)  Completed 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

64 

3 and  4 bedroom 

terraced  houses 

and  2 bedroom  flats 

28 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31,12.72  was  as  follows 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but 
not  completed  at  31.12.72  ; - 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

No . com- 
menced 

No.  com- 
pleted 

Ashlvns  (Phase  2)  

150 

3 and  4 bedroom 

150 

95 

terraced  houses  and 

2 bedroom  flats 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about  which 

arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31,12.72; - 


Proposed  Number 

Site 

of  Houses 

Type 

Waterside,  Provident  Place 

16 

1-bedroom  flats  (15) 

Maisonette  (1) 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1972 


512 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene  (General.)  Regulations,  1960 
Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December  1972 


The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December  1972  was 


• • 

• • 


Butchers  . . . » « . « . « . . . • • • • • o » » • 

Fishmongers  - wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  ... 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade  and  not  included  above) 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-licences)  

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  (including  above)  ... 
Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . o ...  ... 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation  etc.  ... 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
Slaughterhouses. . ^ . . o ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


12 

2 

18 

4 

12 

6 

20 

21 

4 

12 

4 
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No.  of  premises  concerned  above: 


158 


Complaints 


30  complaints  concerning  food  were  investigated.  Warning  letters  were 
sent  to  the  retailers  or  manufacturers  in  several  instances.  Early  in  the 
year  a spate  of  complaints  alleging  dirty  milk  bottles  were  found  to  result 
from  a change  over  to  a different  type  of  bottle  manufacture.  The  sand 
which  caused  the  complaints  was  in  fact  in  the  glass  itself  and  not  in  the 
milk.  Another  complaint  which  on  investigation  turned  out  not  to  be  so 
serious  as  had  first  appeared,  concerned  the  presence  of  foreign  matter  in 
a packet  of  savoury  biscuits.  This  was  alleged  to  be  chewing  gum  and  certainly 
looked  suspiciously  like  that  substance.  However,  an  investigation  by  the 
distributors  and  the  Finnish  producers  revealed  that  it  was  in  fact  a piece  of 
electrical  insulating  material  which  had  been  dislodged  during  maintenance  work. 

One  prosecution  was  instituted  against  a dairy  company  for  the  sale  of 
sterilised  milk  which  contained  a multitude  of  glass  fragments.  Fortunately 
no  harm  was  done  but  the  magistrates  also  took  a serious  view  of  the  incident 
and  imposed  a fine  of  £50  with  £5  costs. 


Ice  Cream 

Forty-two  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice-cream. 

There  is  one  registered  manufacturer.  Three  samples  were  taken  and  were 
satisfactory . 

Poultry  Processing  Premises 
There  are  no  such  premises  within  the  district. 
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Slaughterhouses 


Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  private  slaughterhouse.  Times 
of  slaughter  dictate  inspection  out  of  office  house. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 
1972  ; - 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  : - 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

81 

_ 

327 

_ 

Number  inspected  . # , ,,, 

81 

“ 

327 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 

culosis  and  Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

15 

- 

- 

11 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than  tuber- 

culosis  and  cysticerci  . . t 

18 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis 

• • • • • • 

- 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  ...  ... 

— 

“ 

- 

- 

- 
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Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


The  main  items  of  unfit  food  dealt  with  were 


• • • • • 


Meat  and  offal  from  slaughterhouse  . . . 
Other  meat  and  offal  ... 

F i sh  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  foods.. 

...  ...  ...  ... 


• • • • • 


Frozen  food  packets  due  to  cabinet 

breakdown 

Packets,  jars,  tins  


cwts . lbs . 

2 67 

6 29 

1 58 

ni 

30  doz . 

8,272  pkts. 
1,701  articles 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total  cases 

notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

IVIpaqI  «... 

7 

Sp.flrl  prt  'FfivAT'  ........................ 

2 

Infective  Hepatitis  

2 

1 

- 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Group 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  fTTTTTTTT.f.T... 

- 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

— 

•- 

- 

2-3  years  

- 

- 

- 

3-4  years  

2 

1 

- 

4-5  years  

1 

1 

— 

5-10  years  

2 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

2 

- 

■- 

15  - 25  years  

- 

- 

— 

25  - 45  years  

- 

- 

— 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

1 

65  years  and  over 

- 

-- 

1 

Age  unknown  

- 

— 

- 

Total  cases  notifed; 

7 

2 

2 

46 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


Annual  Report 
of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
1972 


- 47 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HE MEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,230  acres  and  contains  the 
parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Chipperf ield , Flaunden,  Bovingdon,  Great  Gaddesden, 
Flamstead  and  Markyate . 


Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1972 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 
at  31st  December,  1972  ...  ...  ... 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1972  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1972/3  ...  ... 


15,380 

5,232 

£685,980 

£18,034 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

• 

115 

104 

219 

Illegitimate  

• 

7 

11 

18 

Tot  3.1  •••  •••  •• 

• 

122 

115 

237 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population; 

• • • 

• • • 

15.4 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population; 

• • • 

15.6 

Still  Births i •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ■ • t • 

# • • 

• • • 

Nil 

Deaths ; 

Males  65,  Females  74  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

139 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

• • • 

• • • 

9 .0 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

• • • 

• • • 

9 .5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age; 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

2 

- 

2 

Illegitimate  •••  •••  • • • •••  •••  • • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Total  ...  ... 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age; 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  12.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  9.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  55.6 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  4.2 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  4.2 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  4.2 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (cont'd) 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From; 


Heart  and  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  ...  ... 
Cancer  . . . . . . . . « . . « . « » « . . « . « « . « 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 

Respiratory  System)  ...  ... 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis 
but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V ,D . ...  ... 


3.19 
1.56 
1 .30 
0.00 

1 .69 

0 .00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1972  was  15,380 
as  compared  with  15,260  for  mid-1971  . The  natural  increase  of  the  population, 
i .e . the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  98  compared  with  58  for  the  previous 
year , 


Comparability  Factors 

Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  1.01  and  1.05  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differ  from 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates 
are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor  they  are  comparable 
with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate 
for  any  area  for  that  year. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total 
of  237  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  29  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  15.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with 
14.3  for  the  previous  year  and  14.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

No  still  births  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still  birth  rate  was 
0.00  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  9.6  for  the  previous 
year  and  with  12 .0  for  England  and  Wales . 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  - cont'd 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  139,  a 
decrease  of  11  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  9.8  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
12.1  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were : - 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Respiratory  Diseases,  Cancer 
and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  12.7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
9.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 

year 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

1-4  years 

• • 9 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • © 

- 

- 

- 

5-14  years 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• « • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

15  - 24 

years 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

o • • 

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 34 

years 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 0 

• • 0 

2 

3 

5 

35  - 44 

years 

• • • 

• • • 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

45  - 54 

years 

• • © 

• • • 

• • • 

• • o 

• • • 

4 

3 

7 

55  - 64 

years 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

13 

7 

20 

65  - 74 

years 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

15 

14 

29 

75  years  and  over 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

27 

45 

72 

All 

causes 

• • • 

• • • 

65 

74 

139 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  - Cont'd 


Causes  of  Death  in  1972 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

1 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Bronchus  ... 

• « » 

♦ «-  4 

3 

2 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ... 

* » * 

1 • • 

- 

3 

3 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

9 • • 

• • • 

2 

7 

9 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  . . . 

# t * 

* # t 

1 

- 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

• « * 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases  ... 

• • • 

• • 0 

- 

1 

1 

Anaemias  •••  •••  •••  • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  . . , 

♦ • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  . , . 

* * * 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

• • 4 

• • • 

23 

12 

35 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  , . . 

• • • 

• ♦ * 

1 

6 

7 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ...  ... 

• » * 

* • » 

6 

14 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

• • • 

* • * 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• t t 

♦ • • 

9 

8 

17 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

• • 1 

• • • 

4 

5 

9 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

* ♦ * 

• • 0 

- 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

• • • 

* • • 

1 

- 

1 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

• t • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  

• It 

• • e 

- • 

2 

2 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

* # • 

• • t 

- 

1 

1 

All  Other  External  Causes  ...  ... 

• • » 

i « • 

2 

- 

2 

ALL  CAUSES 

• « « 

* ♦ » 

65 

74 

139 

Infant  Mortality  in  1 97 2 


Cause  of 

Death 

K 

Under  1 week 

t 

1-2  weeks  | 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

r — - - - — 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

1 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Aspiration  of  Vomit, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Sudden  Death  in  Infancy 

Syndrome , , , , 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

1 

“ 

1 

TOTALS : 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  RE-ORGANISATION 


The  changes  in  local  government  organisation  which  will  become  effective 
on  the  1st  April,  1974,  have  inevitably  caused  additional  work  involving 
attendance  at,  and  reports  to,  working  parties  dealing  with  the  impending  re- 
organisation. The  time  factor  alone,  a necessary  consideration  in  any  major 
re-organisation,  has  made  questions  of  departmental  priority  of  paramount 
importance  and  many  minor  routine  matters  which  otherwise  would  have  been 
tackled  have  had  to  be  shelved. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Consultant  opinion  was  obtained  by  the  Council  upon  the  potentially 
serious  problem  of  the  progressive  drying  up  of  the  water  supply  of  the  River 
Gade  above  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead.  It  is  unlikely 
that  real  relief  of  the  problem  will  be  forthcoming  until  alternative  supplies 
from  the  River  Thames  become  available. 

The  rainfall  (measured  at  Markyate)  fell  by  two  inches  last  year  with 
24.34  inches  of  rain  against  26*29  inches  in  the  previous  year. 

32  premises  are  dependant  on  private  supplies,  one  fewer  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

Of  the  77  water  samples  sent  for  analysis  last  year,  all  but  one  were 
from  private  supply  sources;  eleven  of  these  samples  were  unsatisfactory. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied  from 
the  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table ;- 


Parish 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 

Houses 

(b)  By  Means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Bovingdon 

3,638 

1,212 

3,638 

- 

- 

Flamstead 

1,412 

477 

1,412 

- 

- 

Flaunden 

183 

61 

183 

- 

- 

Great  Gaddesden 

1,208 

402 

1,208 

- 

- 

Kings  Langley 

4,918 

1,636 

4,918 

- 

- 

Chipperfield 

1,793 

599 

1,793 

- 

- 

Markyate 

2,739 

897 

2,739 

- 

- 

TOTALS : 

15,891 

5,284 

15,891 

Nil 

Nil 

All  figures  are  estimated,  and  do  not  include  caravans,  hotels  or  old  peoples 
homes . 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


The  parishes  of  Kings  Langley  and  Chipperfield  are  drained  to  the  West  Herts 
Main  Drainage  Board’s  sewer  in  Kings  Langley  and  to  the  Board's  sewer  draining  the 
parish  of  Sarratt  in  the  area  of  the  Watford  Rural  District. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION  - Cont'd 


Bovingdon  parish  is  drained  to  the  Council's  sewage  works  at  Shantock 
Hall  Lane,  Bovingdon,  the  effluent  being  chlorinated  before  being  discharged 
into  the  chalk. 

Markyate  and  Flamstead  are  drained  to  the  Council's  sewage  works  in  the 
valley  of  the  River  Ver.  These  works  also  receive  drainage  from  Luton  Rural 
District.  The  effluent  after  treatment  is  chlorinated  and  discharged  into 
the  River  Ver. 

The  drainage  of  the  parish  of  Great  Gaddesden  is  dealt  with  as  follows 

Potten  End;  into  the  sewer  of  the  Berkhamsted  Rural  District  Council 
which  discharges  into  the  Berkhamsted  Urban  District  Council's  sewage 
works ; 

Great  Gaddesden  village;  into  a small  sewage  works  discharging  into 
the  River  Gade ; 

Jockey  End,  Gaddesden  Row;  into  a small  sewage  works  discharging  into 
land  drains. 

There  are  still  a considerable  number  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  in 
the  district.  A survey  during  the  year  showed  that  484  premises  were  drained 
to  cesspools  of  which  the  Council  emptied  313  regularly. 

Cesspool  Services 

Householders  with  cesspool  drainage  in  areas  without  main  drainage  are 
allowed  six  free  services  annually. 

A charge  is  made  upon  farm  and  industrial  premises  in  the  main  drainage 
areas  where  premises  can  be  reasonably  expected  to  be  connected  to  the  public 
sewer . 

One  machine  of  1400  gallons  capacity  is  largely  used  in  the  cesspool 
service  though  a spare  machine  is  kept  for  emergency  use „ When  not  required 
for  cesspools  this  machine  is  used  to  empty  the  sludge  tanks  at  the  local 
sewage  works  and  also  in  the  unblocking  of  sev/er  connections. 

The  Council  provides  a good  cesspool  service  and  all  urgent  requests  are 
dealt  with  within  24  hours . Nevertheless  the  margin  between  supply  and  demand 
is  small. 

Pail  Closets 


There  are  now  only  six  houses  in  the  district  still  using  pail  closets 
and  all  are  situate  in  the  parish  of  Great  Gaddesden.  It  is  hoped  this 
unsatisfactory  method  of  sanitation  will  soon  cease. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION  - cont'd 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  throughout  the  district  save  for  a dozen 
isolated  properties  where  fortnightly  collections  are  made  by  a Land  Rover. 

Three  refuse  collection  vehicles  (and  one  in  reserve  for  emergency  use) 
are  used  and  nine  refuse  collectors,  organised  as  a team,  are  employed.  An 
incentive  bonus  scheme  is  in  operation  conditional  upon  a completed  weekly 
collection  of  all  refuse  save  in  the  few  isolated  properties  previously 
mentioned.  The  bonus  is  tied  to  the  number  of  properties  in  the  district 
and  is  based  on  the  figure  of  700  premises  per  man  per  week. 

There  is  a growing  demand  for  the  large  refuse  container  particularly 
from  schools  and  catering  businesses.  It  is  likely  that  a vehicle  of  the 
type  built  to  deal  with  the  large  refuse  containers  will  be  ordered  in  the 
near  future  to  ease  the  demand  for  these  containers  and  to  largely  obviate 
the  need  for  twice  weekly  collections  from  school  and  catering  firms. 

Collection  of  the  dry  refuse  by  the  sack  method  is  now  the  practice  throughout 
the  district  and  it’s  advantages,  particularly  to  the  collectors,  are  increasingly 
apparent . Not  only  is  storage  more  sanitary  and  flexible  but  collection  is 
easier  and  quieter.  The  work  is  not  so  fatiguing  for  the  man  and  in  consequence 
the  job  is  becoming  a little  more  attractive  and  recruitment,  therefore,  that  little 
better.  The  majority  of  the  premises  use  bin-liners  in  galvanised  iron  dustbins  or 
plastic  bins.  All  new  properties  are  supplied  with  plastic  bins. 

To  save  the  countryside  from  unsightly  litter  the  Council  collects  all 
unwanted  articles  such  as  old  furniture,  stoves,  refrigerators,  building  material 
etc.,  free  of  charge.  The  service  is  appreciated  and  fully  used  by  the  community 
and  because  of  the  service  the  environment  is  perhaps  kept  that  little  tidier 
and  attractive.  It  is  a costly  service  with  two  men  fully  employed  on  the  work. 

Trade  Refuse 


All  trade  refuse  is  collected  weekly  and  no  charge  is  made  unless  more 
than  one  collection  weekly  is  needed. 

Litter 


A monthly  survey  of  all  car  parks,  garage  areas,  and  open  spaces  owned 
by  the  Council  is  made  in  an  attempt  to  resolve  the  problem  of  abandoned 
vehicles.  Derelict  vehicles  are  labelled  and  if  not  removed  after  a reasonable 
interval  are  removed  by  council  workmen.  Of  necessity  close  co-operation 
with  the  Police  is  needed  in  this  work. 

Publicity  to  the  scheme  is  given  and  ratepayers  are  encouraged  to  use 
it.  The  disposal  of  old  vehicles  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  Council  is 
free  and  disposal  through  the  normal  trade  channels  has  so  far  caused  no 
difficulties . 

Litter  bins  are  sited  throughout  the  district  and  emptied  regularly. 

A "Melford"  street  sweeping  machine  is  in  use  in  most  areas  and  complaints 
arising  from  street  litter  are  now  relatively  infrequent. 


54  _ 


PEST  CONTROL 


As  reported  last  year,  there  is  no  evidence  of  Warfarin  resistance  in 
rats,  but  many  mice  infestations  require  alternative  methods  of  control.  Alpha- 
chloralose  in  a suitable  baiting  medium  is  used,  but  this  treatment,  which 
depends  on  destruction  of  the  temperature  control  of  mice,  works  best  in  the 
winter  in  houses  without  extensive  central  heating.  Even  then,  it  is  usually 
necessary  to  supplement  treatment  by  old-fashioned  mouse  traps. 


Rodent  Control 

No.  of  contracts  for  regular  treatment 

(farms  and  business  premises)  45 

Total  revenue  from  contracts  £562 

No.  of  complaints  (rats  and  mice)  159 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  of  approximately  20% 
largely  because  of  increased  infestations  by  mice. 

Feral  Cats 

Action  has  been  necessary  in  12  instances  to  deal  with  this  nuisance. 

The  cats  (almost  always  diseased  and  mangy)  are  trapped  and  properly  disposed 
of  by  a veterinary  surgeon . 

Other  Pests 

Action  was  also  taken  to  deal  with  pigeons,  squirrels,  glis-glis, 
cockroaches,  fleas,  woodworm  and  shrews.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  department 
that  where  large  infestations  in  commercial  premises  exist,  the  occupier  is 
recommended  to  approach  one  of  the  specialist  firms  for  treatment . 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories,  Act,  1961 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 


Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  . . 

59 

17 

. 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  

8 

8 

TOTAL  

68 

25 

- 

- 

Number  of 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORK  PLACES  - Cont'd 


2 . Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number  of 

which  defects 

cases  in 

were  found 

Number  of 

Cases  in 

Referred 

which  prose- 
cutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 . OUTWORKERS 

• • • • 

• • • • • © 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

Nil 

summary  of  the  work  of  the  public  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Visits  and  Inspections  (other  than  Food 

Houses,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

Premises ) 

/ 

117 

Infectious  diseases  (including  travellers  from  smallpox 

and  cholera  endemic  areas)  

Water  supply  

Drainage  . 

Caravan  Sites  


6 

39 

6 

12 


Public  Cleansing  . 120 


Schools  

Miscellaneous  

Petroleum  

Gypsies,  etc 

Pet  shops  and  animal  boarding  establishments 


18 

121 

16 

31 

16 


Notices  Served  for  Defects  and  Nuisances: 


Most  of  the  enforcement  work  of  the  department  is  carried  out  in  an 
informal  manner,  and  written  requests  are  far  fewer  than  the  number  given 
verbally.  26  written  requests  were  made  during  the  year.  Statutory  notices 
were  served  as  follows :- 


Public  Health  Act  (Nuisances) 


2 


Pet  Shops  and  Animal  Boarding  Establishments: 

Premises  are  licenced  by  the  Council.  There  are  two  pet  shops,  one  with 
little  business,  the  other  being  one  of  the  largest  wholesale  distributors  of 
ornamental  fish  in  the  country.  No  difficulties  in  the  control  of  these 
premises  were  experienced. 

There  are  three  premises  licensed  for  the  boarding  of  dogs  and  one  for 
cats.  The  standards  laid  down  by  a Joint  Committee  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Association  and  the  Veterinary  Association  are  enforced  and  this 
has  led  to  a considerable  improvement  in  the  standards  of  establishments. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  - Cont'd 


Petroleum  Regulations 

There  are  now  40  licensed  premises . 
Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district . 

Boarding  Schools  and  Homes 

There  are  two  privately  run  boarding  schools  and  two  homes  for  aged 
persons  . One  of  the  aged  persons  homes  is  run  by  the  Bedfordshire  County 
Council,  and  the  other  by  a private  organisation.  Inspections  have  been 
made  of  these  establishments. 

Schools 


There  are  11  County  Council  schools  and  3 private  schools  in  the 
district.  All  the  canteens  are  regularly  inspected. 

Notices  have  been  served  in  respect  of  one  school  housed  partially  in 
private  premises  and  on  two  of  the  three  private  schools  with  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  kitchens.  More  frequent  inspection  of  the  private  schools 
will  be  made  in  future. 


HOUSING 

Unfit  Houses 

The  following  premises  were  dealt  with;- 

(a)  Undertaking  accepted: 

Longdean  Cottage,  Chipperfield  Road,  Bovingdon 
89  High  Street,  Markyate . 

(b)  Closing  Order; 

38  High  Street  Markyate. 

Although  the  number  of  houses  in  the  district  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost  is  few,  there  is  a number  of 
properties  which  could  well  be  improved  to  modern  accepted  standards. 

Qualification  Certificates 


14  certificates  were  granted  during  the  year. 
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During  the  year  the  following  houses  were : - 

(a)  Commenced  only; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

55 

1,2  Sc  3-bedroom  houses  and 
flats 

22 

(b)  Completed ; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

11 

3 -bedroom  houses 

16 

^ 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.72  was  as  follows ;- 
(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1972;- 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Bovingdon,  Vicarage  Road 

21 

3-bedroom  houses 

( b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,,  but 
not  completed  at  31,12.72; - 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Number 

Com- 

menced 

Number 

Com- 

pleted 

Great  Gaddesden,  West  Dene  ... 

Flamstead,  Vicarage  Gardens  .. 

Kings  Langley,  Mill  Lane  .... 

12 

3-bedroom  houses(8) 
1-bedroom  flats  (4) 

12 

- 

13 

3-bedroom  houses(9) 
1-bedroom  flats  (4) 

13 

- 

30 

2 -bedroom  houses(l) 
1 8c  2-bedroom  flats 
(5) 

Bed/Sit  Flats  (24) 

30 

' 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i ,e . Schemes  about 

which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12,72; - 


Proposed 

Site 

Number  of 

Type 

Houses 

Chipperfield  

20 

3-bedroom  houses  and  flats 

Markyate 

50 

3-bedroom  houses  and  flats 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  1972  110 
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Residential  Caravan  Sites; 


There  are  three  sites 


No . of  Caravans 


Esdell  Caravan  Park,  Flaunden  24 

Highcroft  Farm,  Bovingdon  12 

Scatterdells  Lane,  Chipperfield  22 

The  Council  lost  an  appeal  in  the  courts  regarding  Scatterdells  Lane, 
Chipperfield,  and  the  Court  agreed  that  the  permitted  number  of  caravans  be 
increased  to  22 . 

Most  of  the  caravans  on  residential  sites  are  really  small  bungalows 
and  provide  reasonable  accommodation  although  the  structures  are  of  a 
temporary  nature  only.  Some  difficulties  were  experienced  with  the 
electrical  supply  arrangements,  but  these  are  not  covered  by  conditions  of 
the  license . 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Number  of  Food  Premises : 


Private  schools  serving  meals  

Council  and  Church  schools  serving  meals  ...  ... 

Hotels , etc . ...  . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Public  houses  with  restaurants  

Other  Public  houses  

Transport  cafes 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  <>««  ...  ...  ...  ... 

F i sh  shops  « . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Industrial  canteens  

Other  shops  selling  food  

Farm  shops ...  ...  ..o  • . o ...  ...  ...  ... 

Club  premises,  halls,  etc. 

Residential  homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cafes,  including  unlicensed  restaurants  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Inspections  in  1.972  (excluding  slaughterhouse  visits): 


3 

10 

3 

4 

28 

3 
9 

4 
3 
2 

42 

1 

9 

2 

1 


Bovingdon  and  Flaunden... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

...  37 

Chipperfield  

© • • 

• 0 • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

...  23 

Great  Gaddesden 

o o • 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

12 

Kings  Langley 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

...  52 

Markyate  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

...  33 

Flamstead  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • © 

• • 0 

18 

Total  Inspections 


175 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  - Cont'd 


Food  Hygiene : 

The  general  standard  of  food  hygiene  is  reasonably  good.  Two  private 
schools  came  in  for  criticism  and  one  hotel,  and  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  monthly  visits  to  these  establishments. 

The  practice  of  selling  food  snacks  in  public  houses  is  increasing  and 
attention  has  to  be  given  to  see  that  the  premises  and  methods  of  handling 
food  are  kept  up  to  a reasonable  standard.  On  the  whole  the  tenants  were 
co-operative . 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  I960; 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  (wash  hand  basin)...  127 

No.  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  (facilities  for  washing 

food  and  equipment)  ...  106 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulations  19  ...  ...  ...  106 

Complaints  of  Unsound  Food; 

3 complaints  of  purchases  of  unsound  food  were  received  and  each  complaint 
carefully  investigated.  In  each  case  a warning  was  thought  to  be  sufficient. 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered: 

Excluding  meat  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  the  slaughterhouse, 
the  following  were  surrendered  and  destroyed :- 

40  lbs . Cryvac  rump 

79 J lbs.  Argentine  Cryvac  thick  flank 
One  x 6 lb.  - tin  Argentine  corned  beef 
27  lbs.  top-piece  English  beef 

Two  miscellaneous  collections  of  deep  frozen  food  spoilt  by  freezer  failure 
12  x 9 lbs  - Gourgonzola  cheese  (maggot  infestation). 

Slaughterhouse  artd  Meat  Inspection: 

Slaughtering  is  now  carried  out  five  days  a week  at  the  Bovingdon  slaughter- 
house. On  two  days  inspection  is  carried  out  by  a veterinary  surgeon  employed 
by  the  Council. 

The  throughput  of  the  slaughterhouse  has  increased  in  each  of  the  last  nine 
years  and  the  comparative  figures  for  each  of  the  past  three  years  are  shown 
below; - 


Cattle,  excluding  cows  .. 

C ow  s ...  ...  ...  .. 

Sheep  and  lambs  

Calves  

Pi E>s  •••  ...  ...  .. 


1970 

1971 

1972 

• • • 

...  281 

297 

532 

• • • 

2 

18 

65 

• • • 

...  704 

781 

831 

• • • 

...  247 

115 

281 

• • • 

...  4 , 646 

5,682 

6,782 

— 60  _ 


Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection  - Cont'd 


The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other  disease 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district 
during  1972 : - 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  in  Whole  or  in  Part; - 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

532 

65 

281 

831 

6,782 

- 

Number  inspected 

532 

65 

281 

831 

6,782 

- 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis  and  Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

115 

45 

5 

31 

165 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

21.61 

69.23 

1.07 

3.73 

2.56 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

__ 

_ 

_ 

108 

- 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  by  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

+ 

9- 

1.31 

- 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

3 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act: 

One  premises  was  registered  under  the  Act.  There  are  no  large  poultry 
processing  establishments  in  the  district,  but  of  course  many  farms  and  most 
butchers  kill  poultry  at  times. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

- 

M©3-Sl0S  • • • • • • 

© • • 

• • • 

• e • 

40 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

- 

- 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Under  1 year 

• • • 

9 9 9 

0 9 9 

9 9 9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 - 2 years 

• • • 

9 9 9 

0 9 0 

9 9 9 

- 

2 

- 

2-3  years 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 9 • 

0 9 9 

- 

1 

- 

3-4  years 

• • • 

9 0 9 

0 9 0 

9 9 9 

• 

5 

- 

4-5  years 

o • • 

9 9 9 

9 0 9 

9 9 0 

f- 

8 

1 

5-10  years 

• o • 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 0 9 

1 

22 

1 

10  - 15  years 

• • • 

9 9 0 

9 0 0 

9 9 0 

g 

2 

- 

15  - 25  years 

• 09 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 45  years 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

0 9 0 

9 0 9 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 65  years 

• 99 

9 9 9 

0 9 9 

9 9 9 

Q . 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 0 

- 

- 

- 

Total  cases  notified 

9 9 0 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

i 

40 

2 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


Area  . 4,407  acres 

Registrar-General ’ s estimate  of  population  mid-1972  ...  9,530 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1972  ...  3,132 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1972  £385,415 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1972/73  £ 3,771 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

74 

102 

176 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

2 

8 

Total 

80 

104 

184 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 

19.3 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

. . . 

17.0 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

- 

1 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)births 

. . .5.4 

Deaths 

Males  32 , Females  36  ...  ...  ... 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 

• • • 

68 

7.1 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

• • • 

9.9 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  

• • • 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

• • o 

Nil 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (cont'd) 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age; 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  Nil 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  • • • * Nil 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  Nil 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  •••  •••  5.4 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from; 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  •••  •••  •••  ••*  2.64 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  •••  •••  0.94 

Cancer  1.99 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  

Respiratory  System)  0.07 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  nonulation  at  mid-1972  was  9,580 
as  compared  with  9,310/  at  mid-1971 . The  natural  increase  of  the  population 
last  year  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  116. 

Comparability  Factors 

The  comparability  factors  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  births  and 
deaths  are  0.88  and  1.38  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death 
rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor’  they  are  com- 
parable with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding 
adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total 
of  184  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  a decrease 
of  five  as  compared  with  1971. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  as 
compared  with  19.9  for  the  previous  year  and  14.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 


One  still-birth  was  registered  during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was 
5.4  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  as  compared  with  5.3  in  the  previous  year 
and  with  12.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  68  an  increase  of  one  on 
the  total  for  the  year  1971. 
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Deaths  (cont'd) 


The  adjusted  death  rare  was  9.9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with 
8.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  12.1  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were ; - 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases . . 

Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  Nil  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
26.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Causes  of  Death  in  1972 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  ... 

• • t 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  Bronchus  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

- 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

• • • 

• • • 

• » 1 

2 

6 

8 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

• • • 

t • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease  

• • • 

• t l 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

• • • 

• t ( 

• • • 

9 

7 

16 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

• • # 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

8 

9 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  ...  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

ft* 

• • • 

• i • 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  ...  ... 

• • t 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

- 

3 

ALL  CAUSES 

• • « 

• • • 

32 

36 

68 
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Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Age 

Group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year 

• 

0 0 0 

000 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

1-4  years 

• 

0 0 0 

000 

O 0 0 

0 0 0 

• 0 0 0 

- ■ 

1 

1 

5-14  years 

0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 24  years 

0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

• * * 

- 

1 

1 

25  - 34  years 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 44  years 

0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 O 0 

2 

1 

3 

45  - 54  years 

0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

- 

1 

1 

55  - 64  years 

0 

O 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

7 

2 

9 

65  - 74  years 

0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

8 

9 

17 

75  years  and  over 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

15 

21 

36 

ALL 

CAUSES : 

32 

36 

68 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Water  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water 
Board  and  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year.  The 
water  for  the  area  is  derived  from  wells  and  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk 
at  New  Ground,  Dancers  End  and  Hawridge . 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  104  samples  of  raw  water 
and  125  samples  of  treated  water,  including  samples  from  consumers  taps. 

All  the  samples  of  raw  water  were  satisfactory* 

The  average  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supply  was  0.12  parts  per 
million . 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains 


Population 
(Estimated ) 

(a)  Supply  direct 
to  houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

9,255 

3,145 

9,255 

- 

- 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  within  the  Urban  District,  the  nearest 
being  at  Ringshall,  Berkhamsted,  Aylesbury  and  Amersham.  There  is  one  school 
swimming  pool  at  the  Church  of  England,  Bishop  Wood  Junior  School,  High  Street. 

During  the  year  a scheme  was  agreed  between  the  Council  and  the  County 
Education  Authority  for  the  provision  of  a swimming  bath  at  Tring  School, 
Mortimer  Hill,  for  the  joint  use  of  school  pupils  and  the  public.  It  is 
anticipated  that  construction  work  will  start  during  1974. 

The  Governors  of  the  Arts  Educational  School  at  The  Mansion,  Tring  Park, 
propose  to  build  a covered  swimming  pool  during  1974. 
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drainage  and  sanitation 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 


The  laying  of  the  new  valley  sewer,  extending  from  the  disposal  works  to 
"The  Hollies"  in  Brook  Street,  was  completed  in  June.  This  sewer  connects  with 
that  length  of  sewer  laid  a few  years  ago  in  the  valley  up-stream  of  "The  Hollies" 
as  far  as  Miswell  Lane.  The  entire  valley  sewer  has  now  been  replaced  or 
duplicated  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  new  sewer  will  have  sufficient  capacity 
for  the  planned  future  development  in  the  town  up  to  the  turn  of  the  century. 

In  April,  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  submitted  details  of  the 
proposed  extensions  to  the  sewage  disposal  works.  After  careful  consideration 
the  Council  instructed  their  consulting  Engineers  to  obtain  certain  assurances 
from  the  Thames  Conservancy,  Inland  Waterways  and  the  Nature  Conservancy,  and 
to  carry  out  further  investigations  into  the  proposals  for  storm  overflow  and 
into  methods  of  obtaining  an  increase  in  the  purity  of  effluent  from  the  proposed 
works  to  a standard  higher  than  that  required  by  the  Royal  Commission.  The 
provision  of  additional  treatment  plant  is  most  urgently  needed. 

A public  foul  sewer  was  laid  in  the  rear  gardens  of  houses  in  that  part  of 
Icknield  Way,  extending  from  the  Greenway  to  Miswell  Lane.  This  sewer  serves 
twenty  nine  dwellings  which  previously  relied  on  individual  septic  tanks  and 
cesspools.  The  owners  of  all  but  two  of  the  dwellings  were  connected  to  the 
sewer  at  the  earliest  oppotunity  with  consequent  substantial  improvement  in  the 
sewage  disposal  situation  of  the  area. 

The  arrangement  with  a neighbouring  Local  Authority  for  emptying  septic 
tanks,  at  the  owners'  expense  terminated  in  March.  A new  arrangement  was  satis- 
factorily concluded  with  a private  contractor  operating  from  Oxford. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


A seven  day  cycle  of  refuse  collection  was  generally  maintained  in  the 
district.  In  April,  the  Council  commenced  to  use  a new  refuse  tip  at  Ivinghoe 
Aston  in  conjunction  with  the  Wing  Rural  District  Council.  This  tip  is  situated 
about  six  miles  from  Tring  as  compared  with  the  20  mile  journey  to  the  private 
tip  at  Radlett  where  the  refuse  was  previously  transported . 

During  the  year  the  sack  method  of  refuse  collection  was  extended  to  a 
Council  estate  of  46  houses  at  Woodland  Close. 

The  facility  provided  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  New  Mill,  for  the 
reception  of  refuse  from  householders  in  accordance  with  the  Civic  Amenities 
Act,  1967,  continues  to  be  used  extensively.  The  19  cu.yd.  container  which  was 
replaced  twice  a week  proved  inadequate  for  the  purpose  and  it  became  necessary 
to  construct  a concrete  storage  bay  from  which  the  refuse  is  loaded  into  lorries 
and  transported  to  Ivinghoe  Aston  regularly  once  a week  and  additionally  as 
required.  The  approximate  amount  of  refuse  and  junk  received  at  the  depot  being 
about  50  cu.yds.  per  week. 
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FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Adminstration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  ): 


• i 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

2 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority.. 

26 

16 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworker's  premises) 

6 

1 

- 

■ - 

Total  

34 

19 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found Nil 

3.  OUTWORKERS:  2 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 
Visits  and  Inspections : 

General 


Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  121 

Housing  Acts  ...  93 

Improvement  Grants , purchases , land  charge  enquiries  520 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  2 

Overcrowding  ...  1 

Council  house  removals  47 

Problem  families  and  old  people  130 

Water  supplies  1 

Keeping  of  animals  6 

Drainage  74 

Refuse  disposal  34 

Refuse  collection  17 

Moveable  dwellings  39 

/cont ' d 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  (Cont'd) 


General 


Factories,  workplaces  and  outworkers'  premises  ...  ... 

Building  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . , . 

Office,  shops  and  railway  premises  - general  inspections 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Pests  Act  - rats  and  mice  ...  ... 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ... 

Smoke  observation  and  boiler-house  visits 
Fairgrounds  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Food  Premises 


Dairies  

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Butchers  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  ...  ... 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  . 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  

Schools,  factories,  building  sites  and  mobile  canteens 
Public  Market  and  foodstalls  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  ...  ... 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  ...  


21 

35 

30 

60 

16 

24 

9 

2 

1 


4 

61 

12 

5 
9 
2 
9 
8 

6 
41 

4 

27 


Nuisances 

Numerous  complaints  were  received  from  residents  regarding  noise  nuisance 
from  three  different  premises  in  the  area.  One  source  of  complaint  was  a wholesale 
greengrocery  depot  where  nuisance  was  caused  by  delivery  vehicles  entering  and 
leaving  the  depot  at  all  hours  during  the  day  and  night.  Approaches  were  made  to 
the  management  to  limit  the  hours  of  operation;  this  was  done  and  the  matter  was 
finally  resolved  when  the  firm  closed  down  the  business  . 


Complaints  were  also  received  about  noise  from  plastic  injection  moulding 
machines  which  were  installed  in  premises  previously  used  as  a store . Planning 
permission  had  not  been  obtained  for  this  change  of  use . Representations  were 
made  to  the  owners  and  the  firm  eventually  ceased  operations . 

The  third  source  of  complaint  was  a large  cyclone  dust  extractor  situated  on 
the  rear  wall  of  a new  furniture  factory  facing  residential  property.  Noise 
level  readings  were  taken  and  these  indicated  that  the  noise  was  excessive  for 
the  type  of  area.  Negotiations  took  place  with  the  management  and  the  developers 
of  the  factory  on  the  best  means  of  abating  this  nuisance,  but  the  matter  was 
eventually  the  subject  of  a Local  Planning  Inquiry  at  which  evidence  was  given  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspector.  The  result  of  the  Inquiry  is  awaited  and  the  noise 
investigations  are  continuing. 


71 


Air  Pollution 


Two  standard  deposit  gauges  were  sited  in  the  grounds  of  Dundale  School 
and  Tring  School  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  to  record  the  monthly  deposit  of 
airborne  dust  and  grit  pollution.  The  analyst's  report  showed  that  the 
pollution  at  both  sites  was  very  similar,  and  indicated  some  pollution  from 
chimneys  and  roads,  but  the  pollution  from  the  nearby  cement  works  was  small 
if  anything  at  all. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 


One  application  for  a licence  to  keep  a boarding  establishment  for  cats 
and  dogs  was  approved . 

Pest  Control 


During  the  year  a total  of  35  rat  and  mice  infestations  were  investigated 
and  treatment  carried  out . The  Council  provide  a free  service  for  the  treatment 
of  wasps  nests  and  a total  of  23  nests  were  suitably  dealt  with. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District. 
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HOUSING 


Unfit  Houses 


Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  resulted  in  undertakings  not  to  re  let 
being  accepted  from  the  owners  of  two  houses. 

Improvement  Grants 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  the  following  improvement 
grants  were  approved: 


No.  of  Properties  Total  amount  approved 


Discretionary  Grants  35  ...  £24,627.86 

Standard  Grants  2 ...  £310.00 

Qualification  Certificates 

Applications  for  qualification  certificates  were  received  in  respect  of 
three  properties.  One  qualification  certificate  was  issued  and  letters  were 
sent  to  the  owners  of  the  two  other  properties,  stating  that  the  applications 
would  be  re -considered  after  certain  works  of  repair  had  been  carried  out. 

During  the  year,  the  following  number  of  houses  were 
(a)  Commenced  only  ; - 


By  Local  Authority 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  brick  . . . 

Nil 

- 

24 

(b)  Completed:  - 


By  Local  Authority 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  brick  . 



10 

1-bedroomed,  two 
person,  bungalows 

76 
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HOUSING  (cont'd) 


The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.72  was  as  follows  : - 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1972  : - 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Back  Barn  Allotments 
(Faversham  Close)  

44 

3 -bedroom  houses  (24); 

1 -bedroom  bungalows  (2) 

( b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but 

not  completed  during  the  year  1972:  Nil 

( c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 

which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.72: - 


Site 

Proposed 

Number 

of  Houses 

Type 

! 

Gamnel  Gardens 

14 

Flats  (12),  Family  Houses  (2) 

Town  Centre  (Pond  Close)  . . . 

25 

Flatlets  for  old  people  with  warden 

accommodation . 

Shugars  Green  

24 

1 -bedroom  old  people* s bungalows  (14) 

3-bedroom  houses  (10) 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  1972: 220 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1 . Food  Premises 

All  food  premises  were  regularly  inspected  and  informal  action  was  taken  in 
respect  of  four  premises  where  defects  were  found  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

2 . Food  Complaints 


Three  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public.  One  of  these  concerned 
a dirty  milk  bottle,  one  unfit  food  and  one  foreign  matter  in  food. 

The  complaints  were  fully  investigated,  and  in  the  case  of  the  complaint  of  unfit 
food,  advice  was  given  to  the  retailer  concerned  to  try  and  prevent  a recurrence, 
and  a warning  letter  was  also  sent. 

In  respect  of  other  complaints,  the  fault  lay  with  a manufacturer  and  a supplier 
outside  the  district,  and  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  firms  concerned.  Satisfactory 
assurances  were  obtained  that  additional  measures  would  be  taken  to  safeguard  the  food- 
stuffs . 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  (cont’d) 


3.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District: - 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


Type  of  Food  Premises 

No . of 

Premises 

No. of  Prem- 
ises fitted 

to  comply 
with  Reg. 16 

No. of  Prem- 

ises to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No.  of  Prer 

ises  fittec 
to  comply 
with  Reg.li 

Wet  Fish  shops  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fried  Fish  shops 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers'  shops 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Greengrocers 

Grocers  and  mixed  trade 
including  sugar  confect- 

6 

6 

4 

4 

ionery ..... 

24 

24 

8 

8 

Baker  and  Confectioners.... 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Canteens  

10 

10 

10 

10 

Clubs  

4 

3 

3 

3 

Dairies 

Licensed  Premises! 

2 

" 

Public  Houses  .............. 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Serving  main  meals 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Off  Licenses  

4 

4 

“* 

Totals  

76 

73 

51 

51 

4.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act: 


Ice-cream  premises 19 

Preserved  food  premises 9 

5.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  ...  26 


6.  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  at  one  premise  only,  and  the  registration  is 
limited  to  the  use  of  pre-packed  liquid  mix. 

7.  There  are  no  egg  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district. 

8.  There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district. 

9.  Milk  sampling  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Health  Department  who  notify  the  District  Council  of  any  positive  samples  found. 

The  farms  concerned  are  visited  by  the  public  health  inspector  to  ensure  that  no 

raw  milk  is  consumed. 

10.  Unfit  foods  surrendered  at  food  premises  (other  than  the  slaughterhouse)  is  disposed 
of  by  burial  at  the  sewage  disposal  works.  202  lbs  of  frozen  foods  unsaleable 
due  to  two  separate  breakdowns  of  refrigerated  cabinets,  and  40  lbs  of  decomposing 
beef  were  dealt  with  in  this  way. 

Meat  Inspection 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  at  which  all  animals  killed  are  inspected 
by  veterinary  surgeons  in  private  practice.  Meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  slaughter- 
house is  sterilised  and  processed  at  a dog  food  factory  situated  in  a neighbouring 
district  . 
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/ continued 


The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other  disease 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 
1972: - 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  : - 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed.  

4,529 

8 

980 

6,043 

— 

Number  inspected. 

4,529 

8 

980 

6,043 

— 

- 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 

losis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  ©ondemned. . . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. ..... 

1,126 

119 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

24.8 

- 

- 

1.9 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned.... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

_ 

__ 

a. 

«=» 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcase  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration. 

_ 

— 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
/condemned 

.......  . — 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  ... 

2 

- 

- 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups  Measles 

Under  1 year 

1- 2  years 

2- 3  years 

3- 4  years 

4- 5  years 

5- 10  years 1 

10  - 15  years 

15  - 25  years 

25  - 45  years 

45  - 65  years 


Age  unknown 1 

Total  cases  notified...  2 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of  Northchurch, 
Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten  End)  and  Little  Gaddesden, 
which  comprises  an  area  of  17,572  acres. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1972  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  at  ...  ... 

31st  December,  1972 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December , 1972  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55  26  81 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 5 9 


6 , 660 

2,244 
£314,648 
£ 2,903 


Total  ......  59  31 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  13.5 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  15.9 

Still  Births:  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths ; 

Males  35,  Females  32  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.1 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population*  10.1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes ...  ...  Nil 


Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Total  . . . T 


Female 


1 

T 


90 


Total 

1 

1 

2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  22.2 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  12.3 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  111.1 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.2 
Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ...  ...  22.2 
Peri -natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  22.2 
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2. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  ( cont ' d ) 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  

Cancer  

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System  ) 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases  (excluding 
T.B.,  but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


3 .00 
2.85 
0.90 

2.10 

0.00 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1972  was  6,660, 
100  more  than  at  mid-1971.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population  last  year, 
i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  23. 

Comparability  Factors 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  1.18  and  1.00  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  mate  allowances  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death 
rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factors  they  are 
comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding 
adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  after 
allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  90,  an  increase  of  5 on  the 
previous  year . 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  15.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  14.0  for  the  previous  year,  and  with  14.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

No  still-births  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate 
was  Nil  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year, 
and  12.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  67,  (males  35,  females  32), 
a decrease  of  one. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  10.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  12.1  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were: 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases  and 
Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (cont'd) 


Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  22.2  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
35.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under 

1 year 

1-4 

years 

5 -14 

years 

.15  -24 

years 

25  -34 

years 

35  -44 

years 

45  -54 

years 

55  -64 

years 

65  -74 

years 

75  years  and  over 

ALL  CAUSES: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

4 

5 

9 

9 

6 

15 

20 

19 

39 

35 

32 

67 

Causes  of  Death  in  1972 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

4 

3 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Leukaemia ... 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

3 

3 

6 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

- 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ... 

- 

2 

2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

8 

3 

11 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

1 

3 

4 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ...  ... 

1 

5 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza  •••  •••  •••  •••  • • • 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  . ... 

7 

2 

9 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ...  ... 

4 

- 

4 

Asthma  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

- 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases , Genito-Urinary  System 

1 

- 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Birth  Injury , Difficult  Labour  Etc 

- 

1 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

ALL  CAUSES: 

« • • 

35 

32 

67 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1972 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

| 1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

i 

Total  under 

Congenital  Malformation  . . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 

1 

Respiratory  distress 

syndrome 

1 

" 

1 

— 

“ 

1 

Totals  , . . ... 

2 

” 

“ 

“ 

2 

— 

— 

2 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  parishes  of  Aldbury,  Tring  Rural  and  Wigginton  are  supplied  by  the  Bucks 
Water  Board, 

The  parishes  of  Little  Gaddesden,  Potten  End  (including  the  hamlet  of 
St . Margarets)  and  Northchurch  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company . 

It  is  understood  that  the  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Bucks 
Water  Board  is  less  than  0,1  parts  per  million  and  that  the  water  supplied  by  the 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has  a fluoride  content  of  not  more 
than  0,2  parts  per  million. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table: - 


Parish 

* 

Population 

(a)  gupply  direct 
to  Houses 

b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

)|( 

Population 

Houses 

Population  * 

A Idbury 

1,054 

320 

1,054 

— 

- 

Little  Gaddesden. ........ 

1,212 

377 

1,212 

- 

- 

Nettleden  with 

Potten  End  . . 

1,229 

411 

1,229 

- 

- 

Northchurch .............. 

1,172 

365 

1,172 

- 

Tring  Rural 

1,024 

309 

1,024 

- 

- 

Wigginton 

1,187 

379 

1,187 

* Estimated 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  (cont’d) 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  privately-owned  swimming  bath  at  Deer  Leap,  Ringshall,  is  open  to  the  public 
and  is  used  by  a number  of  schools  within  the  district  and  surrounding  area.  The 
bath  is  supplied  by  mains  water,  and  is  equipped  with  a heating  unit,  chlorination 
plant  and  continuous  sand  pressure  filtration. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 


Aldbury,  Northchurch  and  Wigginton; 


In  September  1969,  the  then  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  agreed  the 
proposed  scheme,  but  deferred  approval  for  economic  reasons.  In  December  of  that 
year  following  a meeting  with  a deputation  from  the  Berkhamsted  Rural  District 
Council,  the  Minister  suggested  the  Council  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  the 
scheme  and  approach  the  Ministry  again  shortly  before  completion  of  tender  documents. 
The  Council  accepted  that  suggestion  and  have  continued  with  the  preparation  of  the 
scheme  including  such  action  as  has  been  necessary  in  connection  with  the  acquisition 
of  proposed  pumping  station  sites. 

Little  Gaddesden; 

Drainage  at  Little  Gaddesden  is  by  way  of  individual  cesspools  and  septic 
tanks.  One  Council  Estate  of  30  houses  has  its  own  small  sewage  disposal 
system.  The  other  small  estates  owned  by  the  Council  are  provided  only  with 
cesspool  drainage. 

As  long  ago  as  1965  the  Council  authorised  their  engineers  to  carry  out 
investigations  to  allow  the  Council  to  give  consideration  to  a comprehensive 
sewerage  scheme  for  the  village,  and  in  1967  the  Council  agreed  in  principle 
to  the  comprehensive  scheme  suggested  by  the  engineers  and  which  provided  for 
connection  to  a neighbouring  authority's  disposal  works. 

The  disposal  of  sewage  from  Little  Gaddesden  to  the  sewage  works  in 
question  would  necessitate  the  carrying  out  of  certain  works  to  the  sewage 
disposal  works  to  accommodate  the  additional  flow.  Little  progress  has  been 
made  during  the  current  year. 

Nettleden  with  Potten  End: 

The  village  of  Potten  End  was  sewered  in  1963.  The  village  of  Nettleden 
has  not  been  sewered,  but  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  a sewer  for  this  village 
forms  part  of  an  overall  scheme  which  the  Council 's  Consulting  Engineers  are 
investigating  in  connection  with  Little  Gaddesden. 

Tring  Rural 


The  construction  of  the  sewerage  scheme  to  serve  the  Tring  Rural  area  was 
completed  during  1970.  The  scheme  provides  main  drainage  to  the  villages  of 
Long  Marston  and  Wilstone  which  villages  form  the  major  part  of  the  Tring  Rural 
parish.  A pumping  station  in  each  village  is  provided  and  the  sewage  is  pumped 
to  the  Tring  Urban  District  Council's  disposal  works. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Cesspool  Emptying 


During  the  year  the  Council  purchased  another  cesspool  emptying  vehicle 
which  means  that  four  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  are  now  in  operation.  This 
additional  machine  will  allow  of  requests  for  emptying  being  dealt  with  with 
greater  expediency  and  has  no  doubt  helped  to  meet  the  increased  demands  placed 
upon  the  service  by  the  construction  of  the  Commonfield  Estate  at  Wigginton. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  years  the  inevitable  increase  in  water 
consumption  which  accompanies  the  continuing  improvement  of  living  standards 
within  the  area  must,  and  does,  result  in  an  increasing  volume  of  work  with 
which  this  particular  service  has  to  deal. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  two  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  motors  of 
18  cu . yd.  and  25  cu.yd.  capacity  each  operated  by  a two-man  crew.  Disposal 
is  effected  by  controlled  tipping,  using  a tracte  d angle-dozer.  The  dozer 
operations  are  carried  out  on  a contract  basis.  A small  staffroom  is  provided 
at  the  refuse  tip  for  use  by  refuse  collection  and  disposal  personnel. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORK  PLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Adminstration  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors): 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority... 

11 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers' 
premises ) 

. 

Total . 

12 

5 

\ 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

3 . OUTWORKERS : 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 


General: 


Public  Health  - Nuisances  17 

Poisonous  waste  2 

Housing  - Qualification  Certificate  Inspections  17 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  13 

Housing  Acts  ...  27 

Water  Supplies  24 

Drainage  ...  26 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  15 

Factories  and  workplaces  1 

General  inspections  ...  10 

Swimming  pool  ...  ...  3 

Petroleum  Acts  42 

Pests  Act  - Rats  and  Mice  14 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  1 

Gypsies 2 


Food  Premises:- 


Butchers  shops  2 

Mobile  food  shops  ...  2 

Grocers,  etc  16 

Food  inspection  visits  2 

Slaughterhouses  (fowls,  turkeys  only)  2 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  3 

Schools,  factory  canteens  1 

Public  market  and  food  stalls  1 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.71 

1972 

1972 

31.12.72 

Formal 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Informal . . . 

18 

21 

19 

20 

Total 

18 

22 

20 

20 

— 





— 
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HOUSING 


The  purchase  of  sites  and  development  of  existing  sites  for  Council  housing 
are  proceeding  as  follows:  - 

Wilstone: 

The  second  (final)  phase  of  the  development  of  the  Grange  Road  site  which 
was  commenced  towards  the  end  of  1971  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  and  completion 
of  the  first  of  the  second  phase  houses  is  expected  in  the  middle  of  1973. 

Wigginton; 

16  units  of  the  42  unit  development  at  Commonfield  were  completed  during 
this  year  and  completion  of  the  remainder  of  the  units  is  expected  early  in  1973. 

Aldbury : 

Stoneycrof t - erection  of  8 three-bedroom  houses  and  8 one-bedroom  flats 
together  with  14  garages  was  completed  in  1971,  and  the  provision  of  street 
lighting  and  landscaping  was  completed  during  the  current  year. 

Long  Marston; 


0.S.215  Tring  Road  - erection  of  two  three-bedroom  houses  on  this  site  was 
commenced  during  the  year . 

Potten  End: 


Land  at  the  rear  of  Village  Hall  - construction  of  6 one-bedroom  bungalows  and 
4 two-bedroom  bungalows  which  was  commenced  in  1971  has  proceeded  rather  slowly 
during  the  course  of  1972  and  completion  is  not  expected  until  the  Spring  of  1973. 

Water  End  Road  (Land  at  the  rear  of  1-3  The  Green)  - a tender  was  accepted 
towards  the  end  of  1972  for  the  erection  of  4 three-bedroom  houses  on  a part  of 
the  rear  gardens  of  Nos.  1 and  2 The  Green  which  are  Council  owned  properties  and 
a small  part  of  the  rear  gardens  of  No.^.,  The  Green  which  was  purchased  from  the 
owner  of  that  property.  Construction  works  should  commence  early  in  1973  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  houses  will  be  completed  before  the  end  of  1973. 

Northchurch: 


Alma  Road  - during  the  latter  part  of  1972  contracts  were  signed  for  the 
erection  of  6 one-bedroom  flats  and  4 one-bedroom  bungalows  on  the  Alma  Road 
site,  and  site  clearance  was  commenced  before  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is 
anticipated  that  this  site  will  be  completed  towards  the  end  of  1973, 

Housing  Act  Orders:  Sub-Standard  Houses 


Housing  Act  procedures  were  instituted  in  respect  of  several  properties. 

This  action  resulted  in  a Court  Order  being  placed  on  one  property  and  undertakings 
being  accepted  in  respect  of  two  other  properties. 
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HOUSING  (cont'd) 


Improvement  Grants: 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  the  following  Improvement 
Grants  were  approved: 

Number  No. of  Houses  Total  Amount 

Discretionary  Grants 36  35  £15,572 

Standard  Grants 4 4 £ 320 

During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were : - 
(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

12 

3-bedroom  houses  (2) 
1-bedroom  flats  (10) 

17 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

16 

3-bedroom  houses  (8) 

1 -bedroom  flats  (8) 

12 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.72  was  as  follows :- 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1972 Nil 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced  but  not 

completed  at  31.12.72 ; - 


Site 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Number 

com- 

menced 

Number 

Com- 

pleted 

Wigginton,  Common  Field. 

42 

(3-bedroom  houses(34) 
(1-bedroom  flats  (8  ) 

42 

16 

Wilstone,  Grange  Road  (2nd  Phase).. 

29 

3 -bedroom  houses 

29 

- 

Potten  End,Rear  of  Village  Hall 

10 

(1 -bedroom  houses(6  ) 
(2-bedroom  houses(4  ) 

10 

" Water  End  Road 

4 

3 -bedroom  houses 

4 

- 

Long  Marston,  Tring  Road 

2 

3 -bedroom  houses 

2 * 
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HOUSING  (cont’d) 


( c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 


which  arrangements  are  in  hand 

, but  where  a start  had  not  been  made 

at  31.12.72: - 

Site 

Proposed 
Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Northchurch  Alma  Road. ............. 

(site  clearance  commenced) 

10 

1 -bedroom  flats  (6) 

1 -bedroom  bungalows  (4) 

Little  Gaddesden,  Chapel  Close...., 

3 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1972 


243 


Caravans 

There  are  three  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Rural  District, 
as  follows : - 


Northchurch  (The  Limit)  . . . 50  Caravans 

Wigginton  (Beech  Park) . ........ . . .45  Caravans 

Wigginton  (Elroban)  4 Caravans 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the  Rural  District.  Animals 
purchased  by  local  butchers  are  slaughtered  in  an  adjoining  area,  but  the  majority 
of  the  meat  offered  for  sale  is  supplied  by  the  wholesale  meat  trade. 

Slaughter  of  Poultry 

No  slaughtering  of  poultry  on  a large  scale  takes  place  in  the  area.  At  one 
egg  producing  establishment  the  owner  slaughters  approximately  100  turkeys  and  200 
poultry  for  sale  to  local  residents  in  the  Christmas  Season  only.  His  premises  are 
registered  for  the  slaughter  of  poultry  and  the  food  preparation  rooms  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Food  Premises 

A number  of  informal  notices  were  served  in  connection  with  matters  brought 
to  light  during  routine  visits  to  food  premises.  In  the  majority  of  cases  these 
informal  notices  were  complied  with  without  undue  delay,  and,  to  date,  statutory 
action  has  not  been  found  to  be  necessary. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  ( cont ' d ) 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1972;- 


Type  of  Premises 

No . 

No .Comply- 
ing with 
Regulation  16 

No. to  which 
Regulation 

19  applies 

No .Comply- 
ing with 
Regulation 
19 

Butchers .................... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cafes  and  Restaurants ....... 

3 

3 

3 

3* 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers .... 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Sugar  Confectionery^  Sweets ). . 

3 

3 

2 

3 

Licensed  premises  

12 

12 

12 

12 

Licensed  premises  serving 
main  meals  . 

3 

3 

3 

3 

(included  in  above) 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice- 
cream ....................... 

11 

11 

11 

11 

School  Kitchens ............. 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Nursing  Home  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Note:  Regulation  16  requires  personal  washing  facilities  to  be  provided. 
Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment 
to  be  provided. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER , INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

R.  S.  HYND , M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

S.  J.  GARDINER,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.D. 

Senior  Clinical  Medical  Officer: 

B. S.M.  MARSHALL  ,'  M . B . , Ch.B. 

Departmental  Medical  Officers: 

J.C.  BROWN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Part-time) 

C. H.  FOURCIN,  M.D.,  (Paris),  L.A.H.  (Part-time) 

P.M.  LEWIS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Part-time) 

J.M.D.  McINTOSH,  0 . B .E . , M . B, , . Ch . B . , (Part-time) 

J.  POOLE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M,R,C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.C.H.  (Part-time) 
A.  WILKES,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Clinic  Medical  Officers  (part-time) • 

F . C . J . FAWCETT , M . B . , Ch . B . 

S.E.  LETANKA,  B.Sc.,  L.M.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  V.  L.  TURNER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Queen's  Nurse 


Senior  Nursing  Officers: 

Miss  H.  MACDONALD,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Queen's  Nurse,  D.P.A. 

(Resigned  October,  1972) 

Mrs.  F.D.  GRAY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  N.D.N.  Cert. 

(Appointed  April,  1972) 


Health  Visitors: 


Mrs.  D.  ARNOTT 
Mrs.  B.  ASHTON 
Miss  M.L.  BAKER 
Miss  I.A.R.  CARTER 
Miss  P.  CODLING 
Mrs.  K.  CLIFT 
Miss.  P.  CRAMP 
Mrs . D . GROAT 


Mrs.  A. A.  HANDLEY 
Miss  0.  HANSON 
Mrs.  J.  HOLMES 
Mrs.  M.  HUGHES 
Miss  R.M.S.  JOHNSON 
Mrs.  J.  MINTY 
Miss  C.N.  McCONACHIE 
Mrs.  M.  McMAHON 


Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives : 


Miss  K.A.  HOPKINS 
District  Nurse/Midwives : 


Mrs.  M. 
Mrs.  M. 
Mrs  T . 
Mrs.  P. 
Miss .M. 
Miss .B . 


AHANGAMA 

ABBOTTS 

BALDWIN 

BROWNE 

CHALKER 

DENNISS 


Mrs.  S.  CLARKE 
Miss.M.  DRING 
Mrs.  M.  KEENAN 
Miss.E.  LOCHRIE 
Mrs.  J.  MURNAGHAN 
Mrs.  B.  PARRY 


Mrs.  L. SAUNDERS 

Miss  I.  SAX BY 

Mrs.  M.  SIDNEY 

Mrs.  J.  TURNER 

Mrs.  I.E.  WONNEBERGER 

Mrs.  D.  AMPLEFORD 

Mrs.  A.  FARMERY  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  B.  FERGUSON( Part -time) 

Miss.P.  KIMLIN  (Part-time) 


Mrs.  V.  REDFERN 

Mrs.  V.L.  SCOTT 

Miss.  J.S. SLATER 

Mrs.  L.  WEBB 

Miss .K . YEARSDEN 

Miss . I .MURRELL  (part-time) 
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Midwives : 


Miss.  L.  ABRAHAMS 
District  Nurses: 


Mr.  J.F.  GRINDROD 

Mrs . 

B. 

SPRATT 

Mrs . 

C.  ELFORD 

Mrs . E .M . HAMLYN 

Mrs  . 

E. 

C.  VINES 

Mrs . 

C.L.  VINE( Part -time) 

Mrs.  R.  MacDONALD 

Mrs . 

L.M.  WILLIAMS 

Mrs . 

H.  JONES  (part-time) 

Health  Visitor  Assistants: 

Mrs.  A.M.  COLLINS 

Mrs . 

P. 

JUDKINS 

Mrs  . 

M.M.  PETERSON 

Miss.  E.  HAGUE 

Mrs . 

M. 

I VELAW -CHAPMAN 

Mrs  . 

L.  PRATT 

Mrs.  S.  HOLLIS 

Mrs . 

M. 

KERRY 

Mrs . 

E.  PYEWELL 

Mrs.  M.J.  HEATHCOTE- 

Mrs . 

J. 

LILLEY 

Mrs . 

J.L.  SMITH 

S.E.N. /Night  Nurses  (District 

Nurses) : 

Mr.  S.  AUMEER 

Mrs . 

R. 

JOHNSEN 

Mrs . 

E.  TOON 

Mrs.  M.  BLAND 

Mrs . 

D. 

LOMAS 

Mrs  . 

B.  WEBB 

Mrs.  V.  GIDDINGS 

Mrs . 

M. 

NEWLANDS 

Auxiliary  Helpers: 

Mrs.  M.  DAVIES 

Mrs . 

M. 

GRAVER 

Mrs . 

P.  RECORD 

Mrs . J . DURRANT 

Mrs  . 

J . 

M.  McINERNEY 

Mrs . 

E.  SELLS 

Mrs  . 

N. 

STEPHENS 

DDivisional  Administrative  Officer 


Mr.  D.  HARLING 


HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  - HEALTH  SERVICES 


Introduction: 

In  this  section  of  the  report  an  account  is  given  of  the  services  provided 
in  the  Division  by  the  County  Council.  The  account,  purposely  brief,  reviews  the 
health  service  from  the  local  angle  and  gives  emphasis  to  the  local  facts  and 
figures.  For  information  on  policy  and  development  of  the  health  service, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Medical  Services: 

The  routine  medical  programme  of  the  department  was  somewhat  hampered  by  the 
regrettable  absence,  through  sickness,  of  Dr.  Gardiner  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year.  For  this  period  the  divisional  developmental  assessment  clinic  was  in 
abeyance  as  was  similar  work  Dr.  Gardiner  did  for  the  local  general  hospital. 

During  the  year  a survey  was  made  of  the  school  health  service  and  a report 
submitted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  to  form  the  basis  of  a larger  study  to  be 
made  throughout  the  County.  A research  study  was  also  begun  into  the  problem  of 
obesity  among  the  divisional  school  children  and  this  study  is  continuing  in  the 
current  year. 

Nursing  Services- 

A great  deal  of  attention  has  been  paid  in  recent  years  to  the  contribution 
the  community  nurse  can  make  to  both  hospital  and  general  medical  practice.  I am 
grateful  to  Mrs.  F.D.  Gray,  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  for  the  following  review  of 
the  divisional  nursing  service:  - 

"Further  progress  was  made  in  1972  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  community  nursing 
services  and  to  strengthen  the  links  with  the  hospital  service  in  preparation  for 
the  future  re-organisation  of  the  National  Health  Service. 

Work  by  nursing  personnel  in  general  practitioners'  surgeries  further  increased, 
continuing  the  trend  of  previous  years.  For  example 

TABLE  I 


1970 

1971 

1972 

Treatment  to  ears 

522 

904 

1164 

Taking  of  blood  specimens 

256 

1467 

2314 

Intramuscular  and  hypodermic  injections 

2365 

4449 

5355 

TABLE  II 


Dressings  Burns  and  Scalds 41 

Lacerations 198 

Boils  and  Abscesses 109 

Leg  Ulcers 162 

Veruccae 514 

Others 293 
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TABLE  II  (cont'd) 


Minor  Surgery  . 49 

Treatment  to  Ears 1164 

Eyes : Treatment 

Screening. 6 

Injections:  Intra -muscular 3067 

Hypodermic 2288 

Immunisations 2071 

Taking  of  Blood  Specimens  2314 

Taking  of  Blood  Pressures  . 1116 

Cytology  Smears  371 

Geriatric  Clinic  - patients  seen  90 

1972  Total; 13,853 

(1971 Total; 12,065) 


Nearly  all  the  general  medical  practices  in  the  division  now  have  surgery 
sessions  where  treatments  are  given  by  the  nursing  staff.  This  allows  the 
doctors  to  delegate  that  part  of  their  work  which  can  be  efficiently  carried  out 
by  nurses.  This  delegation  not  only  saves  the  doctors'  time  but  equally  saves 
the  time  of  the  nursing  sisters  by  freeing  them  of  the  need  to  pay  home  visits 
among  patients  who  are  able  to  receive  their  nursing  treatment  at  the  surgery. 
Equally  the  delegation  of  surgery  treatments  makes  for  close  co-operation  between 
doctor  and  nurse  and  is  a stimulant  to  the  interest  of  each  in  the  work  of  the 
other . 

The  attachment  scheme  of  local  authority  nurses  to  general  medical  practices 
has  been  one  of  the  major  advances  in  the  community  health  services.  It  has 
brought  into  reality  the  concept  of  a.  community  health  team  which,  in  its  wake, 
has  also  brought  to  an  end  the  old  partisan  divisions  that  often  existed  in  the 
past  between  the  differing  duties  of  doctors  and  nurses. 

Over  the  years  a firm  linkage  has  been  maintained  with  the  Hemel  Hempstead 
General  Hospital,  especially  with  the  departments  of  Paediatrics  and  Geriatrics. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  continuing  in  the  current  year,  the  hospital 
linkage  was  considerably  strengthened  by  what,  in  effect,  is  an  attachment  scheme 
for  community  nurses  to  hospital  departments.  As  well  as  in  the  paediatric  and 
geriatric  wards  community  nurses  have  been  attached  to  the  medical,  surgical  and 
orthopaedic  wards  with  each  consultant  having  a specific  nurse  attached  to  his 
ward.  The  various  community  nurses  now  visit  their  special  wards  on  a weekly 
basis  to  discuss  the  progress  of  patients  with  especial  reference  to  those  about 
to  be  discharged  home. 

This  attachment  scheme  is  an  extension  of  the  scheme  introduced  several  years 
ago  in  the  paediatric  and  geriatric  wards.  It  has  been  shown  that  regular  con- 
sultation with  ward  sisters,  medical  social  workers  and,  where  appropriate,  the 
consultant,  has  improved  the  practice  of  the  total  patient  care. 

It  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years  for  the  nursing  officers,  health 
visitors  and  midwives  to  give  hospital  students  and  pupil  midwives  both  theoretical 
and  practical  instruction  in  community  nursing  care.  The  number  of  nursing 
students  coming  into  the  community  for  training  and  experience  is  increasing. 

With  the  implementation  of  the  new  General  Nursing  Council  syllabus  the  volume  of 
work  concerning  student -nurse  teaching  will  continue  to  grow  as  more  and  more 
emphasis  is  laid  on  community  nursing  in  the  general  nurse  training  curriculum. 
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In  addition  during  the  past  year  we  have  continued  the  policy  of  district 
nurse  training  for  our  own  staff  already  in  post;  this  year  a further  9 nurses 
were  seconded  for  training  and  successfully  completed  the  course. 

Training  in  district  midwifery  has  long  been  a function  of  the  county 
midwifery  service  but  the  introduction  of  county  midwives  into  the  hospital 
midwifery  unit  is  new  to  the  division.. 

A successful  pilot  scheme  was  launched  in  1972  in  which  selected  midwives 
from  the  community  spent  a week's  induction  course  in  the  St.  Paul's  Wing  of  the 
Hemel  Hempstead  General  Hospital  prior  to  attending  the  confinements  of  some  of 
the  patients  in  the  hospital  booked  for  a forty-eight  hours  hospital  discharge. 

The  scheme  proved  of  benefit  to  the  hospital  staff  as  well  as  the  community 
midwives  and  it  is  intended  to  extend  the  scheme  to  further  midwives  so  that  the 
delivery  of  the  forty-eight  hour  patients  may  be  undertaken  solely,  if  necessary, 
by  the  community  midwives.  This  scheme  may  well  help  to  redress  the  imbalance 
which  exists  at  times  between  hospital  and  community  midwifery  staff. 

Health  visitors  continued  the  developmental  screening  programme  among 
children  from  birth  to  five  years,  an  important  part  of  their  work  in  preventive 
health  care.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given  below  a high  percentage  of 
these  children  were  examined  and  once  again  the  number  of  children  assessed 
showed  an  increase  over  the  previous  year.  It  is  hoped  that  from  future  records 
more  details  concerning  the  number  of  children  referred  for  developmental  assess- 
ment and  the  number  of  assessments  fully  completed  will  be  available. 

The  developmental  assessments  carried  out  in  1972  by  the  health  visitors, 
compared  with  the  comparable  percentages  for  1971,  is  shown  below; - 

TABLE  III 


2 years 

18  months 

1 year 

6 months 

6 weeks 

No. of  children  due 
for  assessment 

1070 

1115 

1774 

1744 

1685 

No. of  children 

assessed 

895 

572 

1565 

1600 

1592 

Percentage  assessed 

1972 

83% 

51% 

88% 

91% 

94% 

Percentage  assessed 

1971 

Figures 

not  available 

77% 

91% 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1972 


Hemel 

Hempstead 

Borough 

Berkhamsted 

Urban 

District 

Hemel  Hemp- 

stead Rural 

District 

Tring 

Urban 

District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural 

District 

Dacorum 

Division 

Herts 

County 

Council 

England  and 

Wales(pro- 

visional 

figures) 

\rea  (Acres). 

7,193 

1,982 

20,230 

4 

,407 

17,572 

51,404 

404,524 

* 

Population. 

70,640 

15,920 

15,380 

9 

,530 

6,660 

118,130 

940,630 

49,028,900 

Live  Births 

1,017 

202 

237 

184 

90 

1,730 

13,445 

725,405 

Still  Births. ...... 

15 

- 

- 

1 

- 

16 

160 

8,794 

Deaths  . 

616 

158 

139 

68 

67 

1,048 

8,917 

591,907 

Deaths  under  1 
year  of  age ........ 

6 

3 

3 

- 

2 

. 

14 

180 

12,494 

Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  estimated 

population: 

Crude ........... 

14.4 

12.7 

15.4 

19.3 

13.5 

14.6 

14.3 

14.8 

Adjusted 

14.0 

13.5 

15.6 

17.0 

15.9 

* 

14.0 

Death  Rates 
\11  per  1,000 
estimated  population: 

• 

Crude 

8.7 

9.9 

9.0 

7.1 

10.1 

8.8 

9.5 

12.1 

Adjusted ......... 

11.8 

10.9 

9.5 

9.8 

10.1 

* 

10.5 

- 

Infective  and  Para- 
sitic diseases 
(excluding  T.B.  but 
including  Syphilis 
and  other  V.D )...... 

0.01 

0.13 

O.OC 

0.00 

O.OC 

0.03 

0.04 

X 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System.. 

0.00 

0.06 

0.0C 

0.00 

O.OC 

0.01 

) 

>1 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis ....... 

0.00 

0.00 

O.OC 

0.00 

O.OC 

0.00 

) 

^ 0.01 
) 

=1 

Respiratory  Diseases 
(excluding  tubercu- 
losis of  respiratory 
system 

1.49 

1.95 

1 .6S 

0.07 

2. 1C 

1.55 

1.43 

i 

Dancer 

2.07 

1.88 

1.56 

1.99 

2.85 

2.01 

2.0  6 

* 

Heart  and  Circulatory 
Diseases 

3.06 

3.45 

3.19 

2.62 

3.00 

3.09 

2.80 

* 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System.. 

0.89 

. 1.00 

1.30 

0.94 

0.90 

0.97 

1.33 

4 

Infant  Mortality.... 

5.9 

14.9 

12.7 

0.0 

22.2 

8.1 

13.4 

17.0 

neo-Natal  Mortality.; 

4.9 

14.9 

4.2 

0.0 

22.2 

e.4 

9.1 

1270 

Early  Neo -Natal 

Mortal ity 

3.9 

14.9 

4.2 

0.0 

22.2 

5.8 

8.0 

10.0 

3eri -Natal 

Mortality 

18.4 

14.9 

4.2 

5.4 

22.2 

14.9 

19.6 

22.0 

Still. Birth  Rate.. 

15.0 

0.0 

0.0 

5.4 

0.0 

9.2 

11. S 

12.0 

Maternal  Mortality 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.15 

♦Figures  not  available. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during  1972 
was  1,730  (392  males,  838  females),  an  increase  of  5 compared  with  the  previous 
year . 

The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE  was  14.6  per  1,000  estimated  population  as  compared 
with  14.8  for  1971. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  115  or  6.6  per  cent  of  the  total  live 
births  compared  with  95  and  5.5  per  cent  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for  transfers 
were  1,048  (500  males,  548  females),  an  increase  of  85  on  the  total  for  1971. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  8.8  per  1,000  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  8.3  for  the  previous  year.  The  principal  causes  of  death  in 
order  of  numerical  importance  were: - 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

2 . Cancer 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

4.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  86  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality 

In  1972,  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  14,  a decrease 
of  twelve  from  the  previous  year.  Eleven  infants  were  under  four  weeks  of  age  at 
time  of  death. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  8.1  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  15.1 
for  1971. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  was 
6.8  compared  with  16.0  for  1971. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
was  26.1  as  compared  with  0.0  for  1971. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants  under  one  year 
of  age . 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1 week 

1-2 

weeks 

i 2 - 3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total 

U nder 

4 weeks  j 

1-3 

months 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

Total 
Under  1 
year  Of 
age 

Maternal  Toxaemia (Premat- 
urity)   

. 1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

Respiratory  Distress 
Syndrome 

4 

— 

- 

4 

- 

— 

— 

4 

Atelectasis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

-- 

- 

1 

Congenital  Malformation.. 

2 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Hyaline  Membrane  Disease.. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Aspiration  of  Vomit. 

_ 

_ 

« 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Sudden  Death  in  Infancy 
Syndrome . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Total 

10 

- 

r i 

- 

11 

2 

1 

- 

- 

14 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1972 


District 

Totals  for  Division 

DISEASE 

Borough  of 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Urban  District 

of  Berkhamsted 

Rural  District  of 

Hemel  Hempstead 

i 

Urban  District 

of  Tring 

t 

Rural  District 

of  Berkhamsted 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

2 

1 

- 

- 

8 

Measles 

19 

7 

40 

2 

- 

68 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Acute  Meningitis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

80 

- 

- 

- 

- 

80 

Infective  Hepatitis 

6 

2 

M 

4 

“ 

8 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

8 

2 

l 

- 

- 

11 

Other 

5 

2 

7 

Comment  is  only  necessary  on  the  prevalence  of  food  poisoning  which  was,  in  fact,  but 
one  single  incident. 

A local  firm  arranged  a dinner-dance  for  six  hundred  staff  and  guests  in  an  adjoining 
town,  just  outside  the  divisional  area,  on  a Friday  evening  in  April.  A telephone  call 
to  the  office  on  the  following  Monday  morning  suggested  a possible  food  poisoning  outbreak 
and  an  investigation  was  made. 

Around  eighty  people  produced  evidence  of  food  poisoning  symptoms  - diarrhoea  and/or 
vomiting.  As  many  histories  as  possible  were  collected,  and  specimens  from  some  affected 
persons  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Watford.  As  is  not  uncommon  in 
such  outbreaks  no  definite  source  of  the  illness  could  be  traced  but  the  sea-food  cocktail 
was  a probability. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Midwifery 

The  total  number  of  births  among  residents  in  the  Division  was  1,733,  16  more  than 
in  the  previous  year.  The  percentage  of  domiciliary  births  to  the  total  births  was  15%, 
compared  with  22%  in  1971,  25%  in  1970  and  30%  in  1969.  The  institutional  births  (in 
hospitals  and  nursing  homes)  showed  an  increase  of  116  from  1,346  in  1971  to  1,462. 
Births  in  the  St.  Paul's  Wing  of  the  Hemel  Hempstead  General  Hospital  increased  by  85 
from  993  in  1971  to  1,078.  Of  the  remaining  institutional  births  81  were  in  hospital 
and  nursing  homes  within  the  County  boundaries  and  303  without. 
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Midwifery  - cont*d 


The  continued  annual  decline  in  domiciliary  births  from  30%  of  the  total 
births  four  years  ago  to  only  15%  last  year  obviously  has  an  affect  upon  the 
practice  of  the  domiciliary  midwives  and  even  perhaps  on  their  continued 
employment  in  midwifery.  If  a high  professional  standard  of  midwifery  is  to 
be  maintained  each  domiciliary  midwife  must  have  sufficient  midwifery  to  keep 
her  in  constant  practice.  The  point  could  be  reached,  if  the  domiciliary 
midwifery  decline  continues,  when  this  might  prove  impossible. 

The  pilot  scheme,  which  was  begun  in  1972,  of  selected  midwives  attending 
patients  in  hospital  booked  on  the  basis  of  a forty-eight  hours  stay  in  hospital 
was  interesting  and  timely.  As  a preliminary  to  the  scheme  a week's  hospital 
induction  course  for  each  midwife  preceded  her  hospital  practice. 

The  scheme  proved  of  value  to  both  the  domiciliary  midwives  and  the  hospital 
staff.  It  gave  the  former  a welcome  fillip  to  their  interest  in  midwifery,  for 
they  saw  it  from  both  the  hospital  and  home  angle.  Moreover  they  had  the 
continuing  care  of  the  patient  throughout  her  confinement.  ItLgave  the  hospital 
midwife  some  relief  from  the  strain  which  short  stay  patients  inevitably  impose. 

The  scheme  is  now  being  extended  to  include  further  midwives  and  eventually 
it  might  be  possible,  if  it  proves  necessary,  for  the  domiciliary  midwives  to 
deliver  all  the  patients  booked  for  an  early  discharge  from  hospital. 

The  following  tables  show  a breakdown  of  births  by  districts  and  as  between 
hospitals  and  domiciles. 

1.  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS  BY  DISTRICTS 


District 

Hospital 

Domiciliary 

Total 

Hemel  Hempstead  Borough 

• • © 

0 0 0 

0 0 O 

849 

178 

1027 

Berkhamsted  Urban  ... 

000 

0 O 0 

0 0 0 

176 

27 

203 

Hemel  Hempstead  Rural 

• 00 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

197 

36 

233 

Tring  Urban  

000 

.000 

0 O 0 

166 

22 

188 

Berkhamsted  Rural 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

74 

8 

82 

Division  

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1462 

271 

1733 

2.  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS  by  HOSPITALS: 


Hospital 

Borough 

B.U  .D. 

H.H.R.D. 

T.U.D. 

B.R.D. 

Total 

St.  Paul's  

795 

139 

112 

13 

19 

1078 

St.  Alban's  City  

8 

- 

21 

- 

1 

30 

Watford  Maternity 

14 

5 

10 

- 

- 

29 

Bushey  Maternity  

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Other  County  Hospitals  . . 

3 

- 

17 

- 

1 

21 

Bucks  Hospitals  

9 

32 

8 

152 

49 

250 

Luton  and  Beds  Hospitals 

5 

- 

22 

- 

2 

29 

London  Hospitals  

13 

- 

2 

1 

2 

18 

Other  Out-County  Hospitals 

2 

- 

4 

- 

- 

6 

Totals  ... 

849 

176 

! 197 

166 

74 

1462 
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CHILD  CARE  CENTRES: 


There  is  little  fresh  to  report  on  the  conduct  of  the  child  health  centres 
which  was  not  commented  upon  in  the  two  previous  annual  reports. 

Child  development  assessment  tends  to  take  up  more  and  more  of  the  time  of 
doctors  and  health  visitors  alike,  but  perhaps  the  more  detailed  information 
which  is  now  available  is  adequate  recompense  for  the  greater  time  being  spent. 
Time  is  only  wasted  on  unnecessary  work. 

It  is  becoming  apparent  that  more  of  the  general  practitioners  are  now  keen 
to  play  a full  part  in  the  furtherance  of  child  health.  Indeed  it  is  becoming 
of  little  account  whether  babies  attend  the  well-baby  clinics  of  the  family 
doctors  or  the  child  health  centres  of  the  County  Council,  for  the  same  health 
visitor  now  attends  both. 

As  yet  developmental  assessments  belong  more  to  the  child  health  centres 
than  the  well -baby  clinics  but  no  doubt  in  time  this  difference  will  be  removed. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


A report  was  published  in  this  section  last  year  on  a two  year  enquiry  into 
the  possible  relationship  between  slow-learning  and  medical  handicap.  It  was  by 
no  means  an  easy  study  nor  was  there  established  any  real  correlation  between  slow 
learning  and  medical  handicap.  Nevertheless  the  study  did  suggest  certain  improve- 
ments in  the  existing  procedure  of  primary  school  medical  inspections  which  have 
now  been  acted  upon. 

A subject  which  has  been  given  much  attention  in  recent  years  is  that  of 
obesity  among  school-children,  a marked  shift  in  emphasis  from  the  past  where 
malnutrition  rather  than  obesity  received  the  greater  scrutiny.  The  direct 
relationship  between  cardio-vascular  diseases  and  obesity,  for  instance,  is  now 
accepted  and  it  would  appear  that  the  over-weight  school  child  tends  to  become  the 
over-weight  adult.  Indeed,  it  is  now  being  questioned  whether  the  fat  baby 
becomes  the  fat  adult,  whether  the  traditional,  bonny,  bouncing  baby  is  a physical 
state  more  to  be  deplored  than  admired . 

Last  year  began  the  preparation  for  a large  and  detailed  survey  of  the 
nutritional  state,  with  particular  reference  to  obesity,  of  children  in  the  primary, 
junior  and  secondary  schools.  The  survey  at  this  moment  of  time  has  actually 
begun  and  the  results  are  awaited  with  interest.  It  may  stimulate  a similar 
survey  among  infants  and  toddlers  and  perhaps  eventually  the  one  survey  extending 
throughout  the  chi Id* s pre-school  and  school  life. 
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A statistical  summary  of  the  work  of  the  school  health  service  is  given 
below: - 

School  Medical  Inspections  1972 

(a)  Number  of  children  who  received  a full  medical  examination: - 
Age  Group  (year)  Number 

1968  and  later  1,424 

1967  96 

1966  64 

1965  44 

1964  50 

1963  46 

1962  13 

1961  164 

1960  319 

1959  84 

1958  79 

1957  and  earlier  85 

Total  2,468 


(b)  Other  Inspections  •- 

Number  of  special  inspections  169 

Number  of  re-inspections  2,326 

Total  2,495 
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Defects  Found  at  Medical  Inspections 


Medical  Inspections 


Entrants 

Leavers 

Others 

Total 

G 

g 

G 

c, 

0 

o 

O 

-p 

o 

-p 

•H 

-p 

•H 

■p 

•H 

a 

•H 

c 

-p 

G 

-p 

c 

■p 

© 

-p 
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© 
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0 

ccS 

6 

ccS 

6 

> 

s 

> 

E 

> 

-p 

> 

■P 

p 

-p 

P 

-p 

P 

ccS 

P 

0 

ccS 

0 

05' 

0 

© 

0 

0 

CO 
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CO 

© 

CO 

P 

CO 

P 

,0 

P 

£2 

p 

£2 

Eh 

£! 

Eh 

O 

Eh 

o 

Eh 

o 

O 

15 

80 

- 

6 

1 

27 

16 

113 

29 

49 

3 

3 

9 

40 

41 

92 

34 

36 

1 

- 

1 

12 

36 

48 

3 

8 

- 

- 

2 

2 

5 

10 

11 

126 

3 

2 

8 

19 

22 

147 

26 

161 

1 

1 

2 

14 

29 

176 

1 

19 

- 

- 

- 

10 

1 

29 

41 

277 

3 

3 

2 

32 

46 

312 

34 

124 

- 

1 

- 

12 

34 

137 

7 

51 

- 

- 

- 

2 

7 

53 

2 

72 

2 

- 

1 

6 

5 

78 

17 

154 

3 

2 

2 

34 

22 

190 

7 

6 



_ 

3 

7 

9 

14 

84 

- 

8 

4 

31 

18 

113 

6 

8 

1 

— 

10 

6 

19 

9 

51 

- 

3 

2 

11 

11 

65 

2 

52 

— 

4 

2 

22 

4 

78 

1 

6 

2 

1 

5 

2 

13 

1 

18 

- 

1 

— 

10 

1 

29 

_ 

79 

1 

2 

15 

2 

95 

12 

151 

- 

4 

1 

33 

13 

158 

9 

31 

- 

3 

- 

13 

9 

47 

1 

12 

1 

1 

3 

2 

16 
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